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A happy visitor to the
Beach Hut and Kaptan
June .....

My Diary
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August 2019

Hello Dear Friends of the Foundation,
How time flies – here we are in mid August!
As is usual at this time of year, temperatures
are high and we all tend to look for shade. In
my case, my garden is very shady – lots of trees
– but of course that means that it also requires
daily watering; a big job as the garden is big.
This summer season is busier than previous
summers due to the increased number of
Turkish visitors, all of whom seem to own their
own cars. Parking one’s own car in Dalyan is
somewhat of a problem nowbut not one I have
to worry about any more, thankfully!

Visits from Children
& Young People
Our activities are greatly
enhanced by young
visitors and earlier this
year we were visited by
two groups of children.
The first was from the
International School at
the British Embassy in
Ankara - this is an annual
visit and one which is
eagerly anticipated every
year, by both them and
us.
The second group was
a group of children
and young people from
Mugla. All the children
showed a tremendous
interest in the beach
and the sea turtles, with
many questions being
asked.
We always enjoy hosting
these visits - educating
and informing everyone
- not just children - is
a key ethos of the
Foundation.

At the beach hut, the volunteers and I take turns talking to our many visitors, explaining about turtle
behaviour and generally sharing information about the beach and environmental issues. Our visitors
are of all nationalities. In my many years here I have witnessed many changes, one of the main ones
being the many different countries we see represented by the visitors to Dalyan. We have received
visits from people from China recently, and even Australia – how I enjoyed talking with them about
such an interesting country which I have visited on more than one occasion and which holds a special
place in my heart as some of my relatives have made their home there now for more than 50 years.
Some of you will be aware that we were late opening the Beach Hut this year, but thankfully, we are
now open again and well under way with our usual summer activities. You will see from an item in
this Newsletter that we were still able to receive visits earlier in the year from two groups of young
people – one from the British Embassy International School in Ankara and another group from Mugla.
We always enjoy these visits and find these children and young people are always very enthusiastic and
interested to hear all about the turtles and the environmental issues that we discuss with them.
I must add my sincere thanks to my wonderful volunteers who support me and who, despite a very
hot summer, turn up on their appointed day at the Hut and keep the wheels turning. The Beach Hut
itself is still holding up well, now around 40 years old, a testament to the excellent workmanship when
it was originally made. When I am there, I often spend time remembering the happy times I had when
I lived in it on Dalyan Beach all those years ago and when my passion for the turtles and the beach
was first ignited.
Looking forward to seeing you soon whenever you’re able to visit us here in Dalyan and to renewing
friendships and making new ones. In the meantime, enjoy the rest of the summer wherever you are.
Best wishes to all.
Kaptan June
Would YOU like to be volunteer or do you know someone else who would ...
Without volunteers, we could not run our centre at the beach, distribute flyers, organize events
and do all the little things that have to be done and that you don’t see. PLEASE contact us:
kaptanjuneseaturtlefoundation@gmail.com

All that is vulnerable must be protected
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We’re always on the lookout for new volunteers to help with the activities undertaken
at our Beach Hut HQ, and this summer we were happy to have two new volunteers
join us.
Some of you may have already met one or both of them, but here Tony and Doug are
happy to introduce themselves to you ......
Tony:
Hi Everybody, my name is Tony Meads. I was born in a small village in Hampshire called Hambledon in 1945 it is said that cricket was first played there!
In the 1970’s I opened a pet shop in Portsmouth called Canine Comforts; then in the 1980’s moved to
Okhampton in Devon. Over the last 10 years I’ve been coming to Dalyan for holidays and just fell in love
with the place!
In January 2019 myself and my partner both agreed to buy a place here - all I can say is that it’s the best move
ever! The Turkish people are very welcoming and helpful.
I was very happy indeed when I became a volunteer at KAPTAN JUNE’S HUT at Itzuzu beach. I enjoy
meeting people there and giving them information about Kaptan June – it’s one of the best places I have
enjoyed working.
Doug:
My name is Douglas Young but most people call me Doug. I am 71 and retired.
I was born and went to school and university in Edinburgh but spent almost all my working life in London
where I worked in education, all the way from primary school to college and university. A lot of my work was
with people from abroad and I myself worked in Ethiopia and Saudi Arabia. I have always enjoyed traveling
and meeting people, especially in warmer climates (much as I love Edinburgh, it has never been hot enough to
keep me all year round).
I had a flat in Kuşadasi for a while but in 2008 I sold it and moved to Dalyan because it seemed to have
everything I was looking for - climate, scenery, good company - and set in a perfect spot. The fact that it was
a protected area and home to the caretta caretta was a bonus, as was the fact that Kaptan June and her
protective work were based here.
I am delighted in 2019 to become a volunteer for the Foundation - it is truly inspiring to work with June and the other volunteers,
and to see the affection with which she and her work are held by visitors to the Hut at Iztuzu Beach.
A group of likeminded people recently met up at Kaptan June’s shady garden in order to discuss
possible future changes at the Turtle Hospital and to decide a course of action when those changes
are announced. Its understood the meeting was lively with many thoughts and opinions put forward.
We’ll have to wait and see what the outcome will be regarding the future of the Dekamer Sea Turtle
Rescue Centre .......
Donation from Fethiye

A group of people in Fethiye concerned with recycling and lowering their
impact on the environment have got together in order to recycle as much
as possible as part of their daily lives. Calling themselves “Sustainable
Living” they generously made a donation to the Kaptan June Sea Turtle
Conservation Foundation from funds raised in raffles over the winter
months. Some of their members made a private visit to Kaptan June earlier
in the summer in order to present the donation. This took place in Kaptan
June’s garden where a pleasant time was enjoyed by all.
Kaptan June hopes to return the visit later in the year and join with these
like-minded people in Fethiye so that this association can be further
developed.

All things considered - as Kaptan June says in her Diary - the Beach Hut is holding up well, but unfortunately this summer
we’ve had a few near misses with people slipping on the steps.
Volunteer Stan set to in order to address this so we’ve now got steps up to the Hut looking very fetching in a lovely
shade of red but more important - they’re now virtually non-slip!

Our E-mail address is:
kaptanjuneseaturtlefoundation
@gmail.com
twitter.com/KaptanJune

www.facebook.com/
KaptanJuneSeaTurtleConservationFoundation

Our website:
www.dalyanturtles.com

