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Summer sun, heat and dust seems far away as I write this on 
a rainy day, sitting in my rain-soaked garden under a leaden 
sky.  Not to worry! every season has its rewards and in the 
case of Dalyan Village, local folk are relishing the quiet days and 
peaceful nights of winter.

Our summer as turtle champions began in April, when our 
team of volunteers began to prepare the Hut at Iztuzu 
Beach for opening in early May.  We began this year with less 
volunteers than in former years – two of our faithful band were 
due to spend 6 weeks in the UK during June/July and no others 
were to be found so I volunteered to fill in as best I could – 
fortunately, I love the work, am an experienced beach-goer and 
acquitted myself well enough……

After shopping in Fethiye for t-shirts, beach bags and locally 
produced art work and jewellery, plus a few cans of paint to 
spruce up the Hut, by mid-May we were in business!  Visitors 
became more numerous – they came this year from many 
countries – and a couple of groups of local school-children 
were especially welcome; I love to teach and answer their questions.

We sweltered through the summer months but enjoyed welcoming our visitors who seemed to be happy at 
our beach hut.

Then some delightful days – I took off for a visit to friends in their Italian home, and shortly after that 
grabbed a few days visiting more friends in a totally different environment – Berlin!

August/September brought us a charming new volunteer – Tania, a charming English-speaking young lady 
from Moscow!  Tania is now back home again in Russia and is not sure what her plans are for next year but 
we hope she will return to Dalyan at some point in the future and join us again as a volunteer.

So you see – we are never bored at the Kaptan June Turtle Beach Hut and I invite you to come and see us 
again when next you visit Dalyan.  Until then, I wish you all a Very Happy Christmas and a good 2019.

Best wishes always
Kaptan June
Dec 2018
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“Here’s your captain speaking” In this Issue:

My Diary

Would YOU like to be volunteer or do you know someone else who would ...
Without volunteers, we could not run our centre at the beach, distribute flyers, organize events and do all the little things that have to be done and that 

you don’t see. PLEASE contact us: kaptanjuneseaturtleconservationfoundation@gmail.com
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Rumaysa Bhimani 
and family 

Earlier in the summer, 
the Hut received a visit 

from a lovely family 
visiting Dalyan on 

holiday.  

Rumaysa Bhimani and 
family contacted Kaptan 
June after they returned 

home saying “it was 
such an honour to 

meet you and was one 
of the highlights of our 

holiday”.

A group 
of school children 
from the Fethiye area 
were welcomed to the 
Hut right at the end of 

the season.  It is always a 
delight to receive them 
and tell them about the 
sea turtles and Iztuzu 

Beach.  

On this occasion, their 
enthusiasm for all things 
turtle was a delight to 

watch!



Our website:
www.dalyanturtles.com
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Petition against illegal feeding of the turtles

Update on Petition
You will be happy to know that our petition - to encourage the 
local authority to stop the illegal turtle feeding excursions - has 
now reached and passed its target of 5,000 signatures.  This 
was the number of signatures needed to be able to submit the 
petition, so Kaptan June is now making arrangements to visit the 
appropriate government office and submit the petition to them.  
It is hoped that she will be able to talk with government officials 
at that time in order to explain exactly why these excursions 
should be stopped and draw their attention to the fact that so 
many visitors are in agreement with this.  As the excursions are 
aimed at the visitors, Kaptan June feels it is important that the 
local authority is made aware that it is these very visitors who 
- once they understand the dangers to the turtles - want them 
stopped!
We will keep everyone updated on progress with this initiative.

Our E-mail address is:
kaptanjuneseaturtlefoundation

@gmail.com
twitter.com/KaptanJune

www.facebook.com/
KaptanJuneSeaTurtleConservationFoundation

Visitors from Northern 
Ireland
Right at the end of the season, 
Mark Polley - a good friend of 
Kaptan June’s and a Friend of 
the Foundation - brought an 
interesting group of people from 
Northern Ireland to the Hut to 
meet her.  It was a lively visit with 

many questions asked of Kaptan June and many opportunities 
for photographs.
Kaptan June was pleased to see Mark again - he is a regular 
visitor to Dalyan - and was pleased to meet his friends and 
colleagues enjoying a late summer visit to Dalyan.

Friends of the Foundation Newsletter - Annual Subscription
As we near the end of the year, may we take this opportunity to remain all our Friends that for some the 
annual subscription of £10 is now due.  Some reminder notices have been sent out during the course of 
the year and some subscriptions will lapse at the end of December.
We would be most grateful, therefore, if you could contact us so we can advise how you can renew 
your annual subscription as a Friend of the Foundation.  We value your support and continued interest 
in the turtles and Iztuzu Beach (and Kaptan June!) but to be able to continue to do the work it does, the 
Foundation does require funding so your help with this is much appreciated

Volunteers Get Together
As always at the end of season, the volunteers met up at Kaptan 
June’s house for their annual get-together.  Stories of the 
summer were swapped and details of memorable encounters 
with visitors were re-told.  
This was also a opportunity for everyone to welcome a new 
volunteer - Doug Young - who has joined the group and will be 
helping out at the Hut when it reopens next spring.  Everyone 
was glad of the opportunity to get to know him in a relaxed and 
informal setting.
The weather wasn’t kind this year so the festivities took place 
inside June’s house in front of a roaring log fire.  
June thanked everyone for all their hard work and efforts over 
the summer and Good Wishes for Christmas were exchanged.
Another summer season over - here’s looking forward to 2019!
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Christmas Fayre

A delightful day was had by all in the Town Square in Dalyan in 
full and warm sunshine on the occasion of the annual Dalyan 
charity Christmas Fayre.
This event took place earlier this year - late November rather 
than mid December - and there were many stalls selling hand 
crafts, home made cakes and jams etc. Christmas cards and 
decorations - and all kinds of refreshments were available to 
those who got peckish after walking around looking at the many and varied items for 
sale.
The Kaptan June Sea Turtle Foundation stall was visited by many people with Kaptan June 
able to greet and talk with friends old and new throughout the day.

This event is now a regular event and gives the Foundation an opportunity to promote the work of the Foundation to residents from 
throughout the area rather than holiday makers whom we usually meet during the summer.

Kaptan June Sea Turtle Conservation Foundation - General Assembly 2018

At the end of October 2018, 
the Foundation’s General 
Assembly (AGM) took place 
in Kaptan June’s garden in 
beautiful sunshine.  This was well 
attended by the Members of the 
Foundation.

Official business of the Foundation was discussed and annual reports 
from Kaptan June and the Accountant were presented.  These were 
well received and no major issues or problems were highlighted.  It was 
agreed that 2018 had been a successful year with visitor numbers being 
up on previous years.
The only sad note of the day was that Sengul who many of you may have 
met at the Hut decided to stand down at this meeting from both her 
official position within the Foundation and also as a Volunteer at the Hut.  
Sengul has worked extremely hard for the Foundation for several years, 
putting in several days per week at the Hut throughout the last few 
summers, but for personal reasons has decided that she needs to step 
back and take things more quietly.  Kaptan June and everyone present 
thanked her for all her hard work and commitment and wished her well 
for the future, with more time to spend with her family.
All in all, a good day and confirmation that the Foundation has had 
another good year.


