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Hello Dear Friends of the Foundation, 
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Hope the year 2017 is being good to you – for me, it began with 
return from Berlin where I spent 3 weeks over the Christmas & 
New Year holidays, including a super 94th birthday party in a 1920 
style low-key restaurant.

January – happy to be home with my 4 dogs and 5 cats.  Typical 
Dalyan weather – pleasant hours in my garden, walks on the beach 
and cosy evenings with friends.

February – first signs of spring: yellow forsythia in bloom by the 
entrance gate and still plentiful produce – fruit trees supplying 
oranges, lemons, grapefruit and tangerines.

March – always a busy month …… meetings concerned with 
Kaptan June’s Sea Turtle Conservation Foundation, shopping for 
merchandise for the coming summer season, inspection of our 
beach hut headquarters and arranging for repairs of winter damage, 

planning volunteer participation…..   
A promising meeting with Dalyan co-operative boat captains to 
fulfil orders for installation of our freebee propeller guards – this 
last point dear to my heart – hopefully, less injured turtles.

Then, I took a break to visit the UK, just one week but a joy 
to spend three days in Deal, Kent with dear friends Clare and 
Linsey, then 4 days in London including a great lecture about the 
ancient Turkish city of Aphrodisias.  This magnificent Roman city 
lies some 200km from Dalyan, about three hours car journey 
away.  

I have the pleasure of being a supporter of the British Aphrodisias 
Society and at the lecture I enjoyed seeing on-screen examples 
of the extensive restoration work undertaken, as well as images 
of fresh discoveries.  I recommend any of you who have time and 
transport to visit this splendid city which was once the greatest art 
centre of the then-known world.

Dalyan in mid-march is starting to wake up following its winter sleep – boats newly painted along the 
promenade, in my garden plum trees blossom, buttercups and periwinkles bloom.  Up in the hills anemone, 
narcissus.  A stork flies overhead looking to make its nest …..  
Time flies and I look forward to seeing you this summer.

Good Luck!

Kaptan June

Newsletter 
“Here’s your captain speaking” 

Kaptan June enjoys an array of flowers 
received by her on the occasion of her 
94th birthday which she celebrated in 
December 2016 whilst visiting friends 

in Berlin.

In this Issue:

My Diary

Would YOU like to be volunteer or do you know
someone else who would ...

Without volunteers, we could not run our centre at the beach, distribute flyers, organize events 
and do all the little things that have to be done and that you don’t see. PLEASE contact us: 

kaptanjuneseaturtleconservationfoundation@gmail.com

YouTube and the Web

Just search in YouTube and 
the Internet  for “Kaptan 
June” and you will find 

many videos concerning 
June’s and the Foundations 

work

Our website:
www.dalyanturtles.com
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Kaptan June always enjoys having people around her, and she loves to party! 
Shortly before Christmas she invited her team of volunteers to her home in Dalyan to a thank you 
early Christmas party. 
Unfortunately not all those invited could attend, but those who did thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 
There were no party games or silly hats, but the food was good, the company was good and the 
conversation was lively. Photos: Judy Neal

28th February 2017. 
A group of Dalyan boat cooperation kaptans are seen In June‘s garden. This special event, chaired by 
Atilla Gültekin, head of the Dalyan Boat Cooperative, discussed our Foundation‘s propellor guard 
initiative inviting kaptans to take part in this important project which offers protection to our sea 
turtles.  
There has been an encouraging response and we are now fulfilling requests from various kaptans.

Monday 3rd April.  
Volunteers enjoying a tea-party at Kaptan June’s home in Dalyan.  A 
good time was had by all in perfect weather and conversation centred 
around the coming summer season and the opening of the beach 
hut scheduled for late April.  Volunteer Judy took the photographs of 
everyone enjoying cake and trifle!

Stan Allett, 
one of our Volunteers, has 
re-built the steps up to the 
Visitors Hut - thank you Stan!  
We are delighted and looking 
forward to welcoming you all 
next season.

Friends of the Foundation Newsletter - Annual Subscription
Details for annual renewal of subscription to the Foundation will shortly be sent out, so 
please look out for an e-mail giving you full details of how you can renew.
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Here you see photos of 
a propeller guard being 
fitted to a Dalyan boat 

named Helen Jane.   

The kaptan’s name is 
Tamer - but he calls 

himself Tommy.

We are very happy about 
this collaboration. 

Helen Jane relaxes from 
the  treatment.  All ready 
now for sustainable tours.

5th April - Our beach hut 
headquarters.  Volunteers 
Gino and Fiona painting as 
part of springtime work 
to open for the summer 
season by the end of April.
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Sengül Atakan, a local lady born in 1961, is a valued member of Kaptan June’s team.  
Since 1989 she has assisted Kaptan June around her home caring for the pets and the 
garden and general household duties.  In that time, June and Sengül have developed a 
valued friendship.  

In recent years, Sengül has also shown herself to be an conservationist working for 
the protection of the sea turtles and their nesting beach at the beach hut.  Sengül is a 
mother of two daughters and has three grandchildren all who are regular visitors to 
her cottage situated on Kaptan June’s property.  

Thank you Sengül for all you do for Kaptan June and the Foundation.  Visitors to our 
beach hut may meet Sengül, who will greet them with ‘Welcome’.

Who are we?  
In this part we introduce to you people that are active in our Foundation. 
This time, we will tell you about Şengül Atakan, one of our new board 
members and Nesrin Aslan, who will manage our centre at Iztuzu Beach 
during the coming season.

 

Hi :) 
I am Nesrin Aslan and I am 26 years old. 
I graduated from Ege University in 2013 as a nurse. 
I have stayed in England in 2013 working as a nurse where I enjoyed further 
studying and meeting people from a different culture.  I now live with my family 
in a village near Dalyan. 
My hobbies are reading and painting. I am very fond of nature and I love animals 
and spending time with them. 
I will do my best for the the Foundation and the Caretta caretta as an 
environmentalist person.

MEDSEALITTER: A RESEARCH PROGRAMME TO COMBAT 
MARINE POLLUTION IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

To deliver the objectives of the MEDSEALITTER programme, MEDASSET will be 
working with the Greek Centre for Marine Research and eight further partner 
organisations: the University of Barcelona and the University of Valencia (Spain); 
the EcoOcean Institute and the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes (France); and 
finally from Italy the Cinque Terre National Park and Marine Protected Area 
(acting as Lead Partner), the Comune di Villasimius – Capo Carbonara Marine 
Protected Area, and the Italian National Institute for Environmental Protection 
and Research, Legambiente Onlus.
The programme will include the monitoring and recording of floating debris, 
which will be carried out using boats, light aircraft and drones. It will also 
examine, under laboratory conditions, the concentration of pollutants that may 
be present in indicator species – such as sea turtles, fish and marine annelids. 
The millions of tons of waste that find their way into the sea each year constitute 
a significant threat not only to the marine environment but also to the economic 
viability of local communities.
In the particular case of sea turtles, there is an increasing body of evidence that 
points to their ingestion of drifting waste, specifically plastics, either because 
the waste items are mixed with food items or because they look like something 
edible. 
The umbrella programme, “MED”, of which MEDSEALITTER is a part, is a trans-
national, EU Programme of European Regional Cooperation, which builds on the 
tradition of European Cooperation Programmes known as “INTERREG”. MEDSEALITTER will be 85% funded by the EU while the 
remaining 15% will come from national funds. It will run for 3 years.

Unbearable pictures like these 
should belong to the past


