
 

Greetings!   
I write this account of my diary from the so-called winter 
garden of my home in Dalyan - dazzling sunlight, average 
temperature around 35degreesC - yet we are barely 4 
weeks from Christmas.  Normally at this time of the year 
these windows would be sealed off by plastic sheeting.  In 
fact, Dalyan enjoys day after day of perfect sunshine and 
looks like staying that way - whilst agriculturers and City 
Fathers warn of drought, roses bloom and we rejoice in a 
shortened winter.  But enough of weather, My Diary 
calls ...... 
 

August: 
Always the hottest time here - torrid heat and my days 
start early (7.00am) with pet care (4 dogs, 5 cats), personal care, house chores, breakfast, then bus 
or car to the beach where our Manager opens up our Beach Hut Headquarters for 
10.00am.  When possible, a swim in the sea before meeting visitors all day. Volunteers - usually 2 at 
a time - greet visitors and introduce our Foundation wares. We enjoy coffee and cold drinks and 
close up at 5.00pm and then return home.  This is my routine 3 or 4 times a week in summer, or I 
lie low at home with the electric fan busy. 
In mid-August, a welcome break - an invitation to stay a week with dear friends at their lovely 
country home in Umbria.  I enjoy cooler temperatures, great company and delicious food, ending 
with a super opera performance outdoors in the medieval village of Freggio ..... Cavalaria Rusticana! 
 

September: 
The month starts with another delight - David and Rosemary Bellamy came to stay for a 
week.  The weather becomes cooler and we enjoy my garden, the market on Saturday, boat trips, 
gatherings with mutual friends and swimming in the sea.  After they leave, I spend more days 
greeting visitors at the Beach Hut. Sundays become very crowded with cars and buses - Dalyan is 
becoming popular with Turkish holiday-makers. 
 

October: 
Sun stilll shining every day - it hasn't rained here since May.  Days shorten, boat trips proliferate 
and I'm invited on one particularly pleasant floating event - an engagement celebration, and a 
Turkish one - a family affair.  I officiate as a sort of older auntie, blessing the engaged couple and 
cutting a ribbon joining their hands, a Turkish ceremony I have not seen before.  It is a super-happy 
occasion, enjoyed on a boat, starting at 4.00pm and stopping at Hole Island near the beach, a swim 
and then on to Kucuk Dalyan where we eat a delicious meal on board, all prepared by the 
family,  As the sun nears the horizon, our Captain takes us back up the river to Koycegiz Lake, 
where we drift without the engine, sipping a glass (or two), swimming and/or dancing in the 
moonlight.  A last swim and back to Dalyan - may Damla and Salim enjoy many happy years 
together. 
 

We are delighted this month to welcome to the Beach Hut a large party of young people enjoying 
an environmental holiday in the Dalyan region.  This is an annual event organised by a Turkish 
lady, Begum, a longstanding friend of mine.  This year's visit proves to be just as pleasant as in 
previous years. The young people, numbering around 50 and ranging in ages from 14-18 and of 
various nationalities, have come to Dalyan from Istanbul accompanied by 4 teachers.  They are 
delighted to see our wonderful beach and to renew the annual association with us. In order to 
handle such a large number, the youngsters are split into groups and whilst one group visits us, 
others visit the Turtle Hospital or enjoy time on the beach.                (continued on next page) 
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Newsletter 
“Here’s your captain speaking”  

My Diary 

Dear friends of the 
foundation, 

We wish you all a merry 
Christmas and a very 

happy new year in these 
worrying times.  

We can assure you that 
Dalyan is still a safe place, 
peaceful and friendly as 

ever.  

Birgit and Victor Krebs 
sent us a heartbreaking 
video of a Sea Turtle 

tangled in fishing line. The 
animal died in terrible 

conditions, one flipper half 
cut by the string that went 

around the neck, too. 

This once again shows the 
urgent need for 

distributing knowledge and 
creating awareness 

concerning the dangers 
these threatened animals 

face every day. 
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 All that is vulnerable needs to be protected 

Altogether, a happy 
outing for us and for 
them - thank 
you Begum. 
The month is nearing 
its end, the summer 
seems to have flown 
but the sun continues 
to bless us every day. 
 
November: 
Sun still shining - beach 
quiet, just a few 
walkers.  The Beach 
Hut closes at the end 
of the month and the 
Foundation's General 
Assembly meeting is 
held.  25 people in my 
garden - Members and 
Volunteers.  All goes 
smoothly and I feel 
nostalgic - another 
year over and what of 
the sea turtles.  Most 
will have reached 
warmer seas by 
now.  Some remain in 
the Dalyan River 
hoping for food from 
us humans - I hope 
next year will bring 
news of legislation to 
forbid feeding. 
 

I take this opportunity 
to wish all my Dear 
Friends the 
compliments of the 
season and a healthy 
and happy 2017 when 
we look forward to 
welcoming you back to 
Iztuzu Beach. 
 
Kaptan June 
December 2016 

Jill. Jono, Arlo and Laila 
Kettel visited our hut and 
spent a great time with us. 
Here what Jill wrote June in 
her email: 
“Dear Kaptan June,  
It was inspirational to meet 
you and I hope you enjoy 
the pictures.  
I have written about my meeting with you on Facebook about 

what you have made possible.  
I hope our paths cross again, meanwhile, very much love and respect, Jill Kettle.” 

President Kaptan June Guest of Honour at Film Festival 
 
In October, President Kaptan June spent a pleasant 5 days on the 
island of Bozcaada, invited by the oranisers for the island's annual 
film festival.   
After making the 10 hour journey to Turkey's north east coast by 
car with friends, she was joined on the island - near Çanakkale 
and The Dardanelles - by Barbara Trottnow, an old friend, whose 
documentary film "Kaptan June" would be screened as part of the 
festival. 
 
Our President spent 5 lively days enjoying film viewings, trips 
around the island, meeting friends old and new, wine tasting ......  
Bozcaada is famous for its vineyards. 
 
The highlight of the Festival for Kaptan June was the screening of 
the film "Kaptan June".  Though not in the competition, the story 
of Dalyan and the turtles and Kaptan June was enthusiastically 
received. 
 
After a final look-back at the old-style town - blue painted doors 
and cobbled streets with a medievil castle dominating the port - 
Kaptan June embarked on the 20 minute voyage back to the 
mainland and then back home to Dalyan. 
She says "Thank You to the film festival organisers for inviting me 
- I look forward to next year's Festival." 

Our 7th General Assembly 
On Monday, 7th November 
the Foundation's General 
Assembly (AGM) was held in 
Kaptan June's beautiful garden 
at her home in Dalyan. In 
spite of the far lower number 
of tourists visiting Turkey this 
year, the Foundation had a 
good year, with visitor 
numbers only slightly down 

on previous years, and not as bad as had been expected.  
There was one resignation from the Board of Managers and Dorri Allett (picture on the right) was 
welcomed on to the Board.  
After the business was finished everyone relaxed and chatted over the refreshments provided. 

Would YOU like to be volunteer or do you know  

someone else who would ... 

Without volunteers, we could not run our centre at the beach, distribute flyers, organize 

events and do all the little things that have to be done and that you don’t see. PLEASE 

contact us: kaptanjuneseaturtleconservationfoundation@gmail.com 



 

Hello Everyone 
 
We're Stan and Dorri Allett, and since the beginning of the 2016 season we've been volunteers with 
the Kaptan June Sea Turtle Conservation Foundation. 
 
Our association with Dalyan goes back as far as 2004 but we've been 
permanent residents for only just over a year.  We've spent one day a week at 
The Hut throughout the summer and have really enjoyed meeting lots of 
visitors and talking about the Foundation, detailing the Kaptan June story and 
how it all came about - maybe some of you will recall meeting us! 
 
Now that the winter months are upon us, Stan is busy doing maintenance work 
at The Hut to ensure all will be ready and in a safe state of repair for next 
season. Dorri is helping out with paperwork for the Foundation and sourcing 
and ordering items to be displayed next summer, giving other volunteers more 
time to get round the boat yards to speak to the boat kaptans about having 
propeller guards fitted whilst their boats are out of the water.  So, the work 
continues all year round ..... 
 
We very much enjoy our life here in Dalyan and gain much satisfaction from being involved with such a worthwhile cause as 
the Foundation and knowing that we're doing our bit to protect the turtles and our beautiful Iztuzu Beach. 
 
We look forward to hopefully seeing you again next summer. 
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Who are we?  
In this part we introduce to you people that are active in our Foundation.  
This time, we will tell you about Dorri and Stan Allett 

JOURNEY TO SELF (BEN’E YOLCULUK)  documentary about June 
On 8 October the work on the film was started with a press conference in Dalyan. 
“Journey to Self " will be a film with its multinational dimensions and location shootings in 
June Haimoff’s convergent countries (England, France, Germany, Italy, Greece, 
Switzerland, USA, Portugal, Turkey). The film team consists amongst others of Fehmi 
GERÇEKER, Producer, Enes KABAOĞLU, Director and Yati DURANT Composer
(Original Music). 
 
According to the website www.journeytoselffilm.com we quote:  
June’s life story begins in England in 1922 and continues in Africa , Iran , Italy , Greece , 
Switzerland ,USA and Turkey where she now lives. She was the honourable guest of 
famous peoples’ tables. She was the neighbour of Hollywood stars along with carettas and 
kingfishers. 
The life of a woman, from a grown girl running in the African savannas, extending to the 
recital she gave in Milan. She was the neighbor of Elizabeth Taylor and skied with James 
Bond (Roger Moore). 
Her story leads us to follow her as a Captain who sailed alone. 
This story that begins in high society and ends, living in a makeshift hut. It is a journey that 
doesn't recognize any obstacles; while discussed in parliaments, forced to change laws, 
within established ministries to include forced demolition of a newly constructed buildings. 
A splendid story of one who rejected a life, which begun in England and extending to castles on the 
mountains of Switzerland. In this revised “Journey to Self” she walks away from her life of wealth 
while embracing as Captain the solitude of open seas in her 14 meter (46 ft.) sailboat: searching for 
" Herself " 
June began to live on Iztuzu beach hut in 1983. She intended her search for " Self " with new life 
beginnings which weren’t just for June Haimoff; for also a beach with its thousands of creatures. 
Breaking the shackles of the system with her emancipated "self " led to her known global 
accomplishments recognized when Captain June received Special Honors from The Queen of 
Great Britain in Buckingham Palace . 
"Journey to Self" is a documentary film of wonderful story of this extraordinary adventure, love and 
discovery. “Journey to Self” will be distributed to all TV channels all over the world and will 
certainly be a valuable guide for the people of our time as well the future generations to search for 
their own "Self "s. 
 

For more details see the website:  www.journeytoselffilm.com   



 

 

 
Our e-mail address is: 
kaptanjuneseaturtlefoundation
@gmail.com  

THE KAPTAN JUNE  
SEA TURTLE 

CONSERVATION 
FOUNDATION 

  

See our website: 
www.dalyanturtles.com 

  
 

 
 

On  
 
 

 
YouTube and the Web: 

 
Just search in YouTube and 

Internet for “Kaptan June” and 
you will find many videos 
concerning June’s and the 

Foundation’s work 

On TWITTER: 
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MEDASSET* AT THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE: BERN CONVENTION CALLS FOR 
IMPROVED PROTECTION AND ADOPTS 
DECISIONS FOR SEA TURTLE HABITATS IN 
CYPRUS, GREECE & TURKEY 
For the 28th year in succession, MEDASSET participated in the 
36th Standing Committee Meeting of the Bern Convention at 
the Council of Europe (Strasbourg, France, 15-18 November 
2016). They presented the results of their sea turtle nesting 
beach surveys, raised their concerns and submitted 
recommendations. As a result, the Convention adopted 
important decisions to monitor several sea turtle 
habitats and urge countries to step up protection.  
Concerning Turkey: 
Fethiye & Patara (C. caretta) 
The campaigns to improve the protection of loggerhead turtles nesting beaches in Patara (launched 
in 1988) and to halt severe degradation in Fethiye (launched in 2009), both listed as protected 
areas under the Barcelona Convention, continued in 2016. Medasset assessed the sites in July and 
found that, sadly, the majority of the actions 
recommended by the Bern Convention in December 
2015 has not so far been implemented by the Turkish 
authorities. 
In Fethiye, there was no improvement in the 
protection and management of the site, except from a 
few new signs and some litter collection efforts. Once 
more, Medasset documented severe light pollution, 
beach furniture and fixed structures inside the nesting 
zone, lack of sunbed collection at night and 
uncontrolled vehicle access on 6.5 of the 8 km nesting beaches. In addition, damage to and 
reduction of the available nesting habitat continues due to poorly managed coastal development. 
In Patara, Medasset recorded several conservation 
problems, such as a complete lack of guarding, 
nearshore fishing, uncontrolled vehicle access, 
sunbeds obstructing nesting at night, lack of zoning 
and information signs along the largest part of the 
12 km beach. Behind the beach and within Patara’s 
unique archaeological area, the holiday home 
construction project continueas: in addition to the 
27 houses inhabited in 2015, Medasset recorded a total of 255 buildings at different stages of 
construction.  
Through their campaign they are urging authorities to adequately protect the habitat before 
human disturbances increase many fold due to the expected higher number of residents and 
visitors. 
The Bern Convention decided to continue monitoring progress by keeping the “case-
file” open and urged Turkey to step up efforts and ensure recommended measures are 
fully implemented in 2017. 

Would YOU like to be volunteer or do you know  

someone else who would ... 

Without volunteers, we could not run our centre at the beach, distribute flyers, organize 

events and do all the little things that have to be done and that you don’t see. PLEASE 

contact us: kaptanjuneseaturtleconservationfoundation@gmail.com 

Life at ‘The Hut’ and more... 

Georgia Trismpioti (l) and Lily Venizelos (r)  
of Medasset 

Life is always busy at the hut. We again had lovely and interested visitors   

Some of the students from Istanbul visiting us in October enjoying Dalyan Beach. 
Photos: Begum Erenier Sive Bağdatlı dreams of attending a 

university in the United States  


