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Hello Dear Friends,
Time flies, doesn’t it?
I can hardly believe that Christmas is almost
upon us. It seems to me such a short breather
since we were greeting each other at Kaptan
June’s hut on Dalyan beach. All of us lightly clad,
various degrees of sun-tan I recall your smiling
faces. How different is the scene as I write this,
wearing winter woollies, I sit beside the gasheater, it is five o’clock and already dark.
Dalyan has its charm however even in winter.
There are sunny days and I often walk on the
beach with the dogs. How different it is, no sunbeds, no people, no turtle tracks, just the
magnificent sweep of sand. Many of you reading
this now will remember walking this same beach
in the heat.
This year I travelled more than usual. On
Valentine’s Day I was in London invited for an
interview on BBC Radio Woman’s Hour. In
March I was honoured to be invited to
Buckingham Palace for an environmental evening
in celebration of David Bellamy’s 80th birth year.
Prince Phillip hosted the evening. How lovely to
be introduced to Prince Phillip and to exchange
hugs with David and his wife Rosemary. David
Bellamy has shown a great interest in Dalyan
since his first visit here in 1987 when the
campaign to save the logger-head sea turtles was
in progress.
My travels continued in July visiting friends in
Germany and Italy but it has not been all play
and no work. There has been time to complete
my third book ‘Kaptan June Makes Waves’. It is
due for publication soon and will be available to
my readers in early 2014.

I also finished writing
the 2nd adventure of
‘Lola The Cat That
Can’. I hope to have it
in print before
Christmas.
Other work took me
to Ankara with visits
to various Turkish
authorities pleading the course of sea turtle
protection. Many of you will have signed our
petition against feeding of the turtles in the
Dalyan region. Our propeller-guard project was
discussed and we hope to receive government
support in our efforts to make these obligatory
for all Dalyan boats.
On a lighter note, the Dalyan Christmas Fair held
in the village square on December 14th was a day
of fun, music, colour and good fellowship. Good
weather favoured us, a blue sky and sun-shine
added to the colourful scene, grown-ups and
children sang carols, jingle-bells and ‘Rudolf The
Red-nosed Reindeer’. Santa arrived followed by a
gang of smiling happy children whilst dozens of
decorated Christmas trees added to the festive
scene. Dalyan street dogs joined in the fun. This
annual fair supports local charities.
Dear Friends, time has flown, hasn’t it? Soon we
approach 2014 and hopefully we will again be
greeting each other on Dalyan beach.
Thank you for supporting the Kaptan June Sea
Turtle Foundation.
May I wish you a happy Christmas and a healthy,
peaceful New Year.
Kaptan June
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All that is vulnerable needs to be protected
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Planned use of Iztuzu Beach and
our reservations

In the context of our
public awareness activities
our foundation took the
opportunity to present
our cause on the
Christmas markets in
Köycegiz, Fethiye and
Dalyan.

On 1st December we
were for the first time at
the traditional x-mas
market in Köycegiz. The
stall was very well visited
and we managed to get
more than 300 signatures
for our petition against
the planned building site
on Iztuzu Beach. A lot of
locals and residents had
their first contact with
our work and assured us
of their support in the
future.

In our last issue we could only briefly mention DEKAMER‘s
plans to have a new facility close to the turtle rehabilitation
centre at Iztuzu Beach, as the plans were just launched at
that time.(DEKAMER is the shortcut for the Turtle Rescue
and Research Centre situated near the east end of Iztuzu
Beach).
It seems, we have to rescue the turtle beach of Dalyan again.
Let us try to summon in brief what is planned and what has happened since then:
There is an approved development application in process to allow 22,000
sqm to be rented from the Environment and Town Planning Ministry which
will allow the development and use of up to 1100 square metres.
This plan includes a Giant Metal Turtle with dimensions 20m x19m x7m
high.
The land area will run from the main road down to the lake edge and just as
wide, not only incorporating the Kaptan June Hut, but damaging an already
fragile landscape.
On a meeting held on Saturday 5th October in Dalyan, Prof. Dr. Yakup
Kaska, the head of DEKAMER explained to the public DEKAMER‘s plans for
the further use of the eastern part of Iztuzu Beach. Mr. Kaska is one of the
founders of our foundation. Regardless of the very good and important work
DEKAMER does in research and curing hurt turtles, since the first days of
our activities differences of opinion about the politics of the foundation
started to evolve, we had a meeting of founders in 2012 which could not
Prof. Dr. Yakup Kaska
really settle these differences.
explaining the planned site
The plans for this use of the beach stress our differences once again.
Below you see the front view of the planned site and may better understand our reservations:

A platform (I.K.U.P.) has been founded, which unites the following NGO’s and individuals:
Dalyan Tourism, Culture and Conservation Association, (local)
DOHAKDER, (local)
Dalyan City Council Women, (local)
Dalyan Watersports Association, (local)
Kaptan June Sea Turtle Conservation Foundation, (local)
Mediterranean Coastal Foundation, (national)
and many other individuals of Turkish or foreign nationality

Dalyan Christmas Market was postponed for a
week to 14th December,
due to very bad weather
conditions. Although it
was still very cold, the
sun sometimes came
out to warm us up a
little bit. Compared to
Köycegiz and Fethiye
the number of visitors
was a bit disappointing.

Aim of this platform is “to cancel development plans and related
authorizations on Iztuzu beach which have been requested by DEKAMER
and approved by related government institutions and stop any
development on Iztuzu beach.” and to promote Dalyan town as the
alternative location for the project due to the fact that it will not threaten
the eco-system as it would do at the beach and that it will create more
opportunities in tourism.

Logo of the platform

Meeting of the platform

Members of the platform as well as independent individuals (in total 25 )appointed a lawyer to open a
court case against the Ministry of Conservation and City Planning at Mugla Administrative Court to
halt the execution of any activities concerning the application of DEKAMER on 04/11/2013 .
An online petition has been launched at change.org.
(Please support us by clicking this link, which will lead to the website for the petition).

Would YOU like to be volunteer or do you know someone else who would ...
PLEASE contact us: kaptanjuneseaturtleconservationfoundation@gmail.com
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Who are we?
In this part we introduce to you people that are active in our Foundation, this
time Thomas Schmitz, member of the board.
I was born 1949 in Karlsruhe in the southwest of Germany and
grew up in a village nearby, where I started in young years to watch
and love nature.
After finishing high school I signed up to be a professional soldier solid proof that you don't know what you are doing when you are
18 years old! Luckily I managed to get out of my contract after two
years and started to study sociology, ethnology and later medicine
at Heidelberg and Würzburg universities.
Parallel to my somewhat neglected academic education I started a
yacht broker business together with my brother Michael, who was
four years older than menthe business turned out to be very
successful and due to this success I interrupted my studies and concentrated only on the business.
Discovering my love for the Mediterranean region through business relations with South European
associates in France and Greece, the idea of spending more time, if not a lifetime there, slowly began
to evolve.

We want to thank
our sponsors
for their support

In 1982 I sold my share of the trade and travelled for nearly 10 years through Mediterranean
countries, joined by my partner Heike, with whom I married in 1991. On our travels through France,
Italy, Yugoslavia, and Greece we both were taken by the Mediterranean climate and the mentality of
these southern countries. We stayed for five years in Greece, but then felt we should go further east
and discover Turkey and the Middle East. While travelling we always kept looking for a beautiful place
to settle. In 1987 we discovered Akyaka at the eastern end of the Gökova Gulf and finally bought a
property there in 1991.
About this time I met June the first time on a ferry boat going from Athens to Rhodes, from where we
intended to take a boat to Marmaris. We were sitting in the ferries’ restaurant on tables close to each
other. She looked very worried at the dog we then had with us, because it seemed to be shivering of
fear. After I told her, that it was lying on a part of the boat right over the ferries’ engine and this part
was vibrating, she laughed out and we began to chat and found that we lived not very far away from
each other in Turkey. It was winter and a storm forced us to stay in Rhodes for three days, waiting for
the boat to take us to Marmaris and Turkey. June remembered a pension in the old town of Rhodes
and we stayed there together. Although it was freezing cold- there was no heating in this pension and
the three of us ended up sitting on one bed under one blanket having lots of hot tea - time flew by
with anecdotes of her incredible life and our travels. Since then we always stayed in touch, visiting each
other, all doing environmental work in our respective places.
I was elected to the board of a regional NGO ("Friends of Akyaka") in 1995 and since then work
voluntarily, specializing on Fish Otters and wetland biodiversity. I travelled together with my wife over
all of Turkey and started to build up a national Fish Otter database. In this context for the first time in
my life I could make the amazing experience of watching the nesting and hatching of the Loggerhead
Turtles in Dalyan and was even more impressed by June’s passionate engagement for this threatened
species.
From1998 I have run an art gallery in the "Nail Cakirhan - HaletCambel House for Culture and Art"
under the umbrella of the NGO mentioned above. Together with my wife, who was elected as
chairwoman, I was responsible for the NGO’s application and implementation of several national and
international projects funded amongst others by the World Wildlife Foundation, the United Nations
and the European Union.
In 2010, June approached my wife to be one of the founders of the Kaptan June Turtle Foundation. She
was honoured and agreed and so in April 2011 the foundation started its activities. In the first general
assembly my wife and I both were elected as members of the board.
In July 2012 I lost my wife to cancer and, to be honest, since then I lost the "drive" a bit.
As I live in Akyaka, which is some 60kms away from Dalyan, I can hardly take part in the everyday
issues of the foundation, so most of you will not have met me in the hut at the beach.
I see my role in the foundation due to my experience concerning NGO's in the Turkish legislation
more as a consultant in these matters. Besides that I do translations, internet and graphic work for the
foundation, like the newsletters you are just reading or other print material the foundation publishes.

and many
others...
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Meetings with authorities, partners and friends
A delegation consisting of four of our board members - June
Haimoff, Serpil Aran, Sue Taylor, Thomas Schmitz - and our control
board officer Nursel Kaykusuz was accepted to present our
foundations activities, aims and proposals to the newly appointed
governor of Mugla, Hakan Güvencer. The governor was very
pleased to finally meet June in person, whom he had heard of a
lot about before, and gave us more than an hour of his time.
THE KAPTAN JUNE
SEA TURTLE
CONSERVATION
FOUNDATION

Our e-mail address is:
kaptanjuneseaturtlefoundation
@gmail.com

See our website:
www.dalyanturtles.com

On TWITTER:

On YouTube:
Just click the pictures below or
search in YouTube for “Kaptan
June” and you will find many
videos concerning June’s and the
Foundation’s work

We discussed the problems with our propeller guard project and
asked him to consider a local bylaw to make these compulsory in
Dalyan, as the resistance from the boat captains is still going on.
Another item, of course, was the ongoing discussion about the
building plans of DEKAMER on the turtle beach. He said he would
have to listen to all parties and stressed that the final decision
about the permission would not lie in his authority.
At the end of the very pleasant meeting we presented him with a variety of our promotional
material and we were assured of his sympathy to our cause.
In October, June and Nursel Kaykusuz made a long planned visit to Ankara.
It had to be postponed many times, as we were not able to get appointments
with the officials we wanted to meet. Last not least with the help of the British
Ambassador they finally were able to see some influential people in the
Ministry of Forestry and Water Affairs, General Directorate of Nature
Conservation and National Parks.
The reception was very friendly, June and Nursel explained our reservations
Gülen Malkoç (left) and
Aybars Altıparmak (right)
against the planned building activities to Gülen Malkoç and
Aybars Altıparmak, experts of the department responsible for our region.
We were assured, that DEKAMER‘s plans were not approved yet and that the
application would be evaluated in consideration of Iztuzu Beach's status as a
protected area and a candidate for world heritage site.
A petition banning the feeding of sea turtles was handed out as well as the
signatures collected against the DEKAMER plans.
The ministry offered to start a formal cooperation in all issues concerning nature
protection in our region. A contract between the ministry and our foundation will
June enjoying winter sun
at the British embassy be concluded; the details are being discussed and will be verified in 2014.
In November, we met with a delegation of Thomas Cook UK.
Joanne Hendrickx, Sustainable Destinations Manager, Richard
Ward, Destination Manager Dalaman and Kelly and Ferit, local co
-workers were shown the hut and our public relation work and
products. On a sunny morning we discussed the possibilities of
cooperation. Joanne assured us to use only propeller guarded
tour boats for their trips in the coming season and present our
foundation and the work in some of their publications and flyers.
The traditional volunteers picnic was held at June‘s house at Kisla at the
end of the season. At great “thank you” to all that helped in the
foundations hut at Iztuzu Beach and in Dalyan. Without these helpers
and their enthusiasm our work would be simply impossible. Although
our sales manager Afan Bey is on duty all the time, additional help is
always needed and vital. Not only at the beach, but in Dalyan, too.
Flyers have to be distributed and the weekly market has to be done.
Lots of home-made food and nice drinks provided again the nice atmosphere we enjoy on every
meeting with our volunteers.
At the end of November, we had our 6th general assembly. The past season was reviewed, our
financial status and the activity report for the past six months were discussed and approved and the
further prospects of our membership in the platform against the planned development at Iztuzu
Beach was determined.

