
In 2011 Heike (Bahar) agreed 

to become a founder of the 

Kaptan June Sea Turtle  

Conservation Foundation. 

This beautiful, brave, generous 

friend has been snatched from 

us but her memory, her 

chuckle, her golden quality live 

in our hearts. 

 

Thank you dear Heike Bahar. 

Kaptan June 
Dalyan, October 2012 

 

HEIKE THOL-SCHMITZ    

 

who died on 18 July this year in 

Muğla, Southern Turkey is 

sadly missed by her husband 

Thomas, her mother and a 

host of friends worldwide. 

Heike, an important figure in 

environmental protection in 
Turkey and abroad, is also 

mourned by a host of  

colleagues, authorities and 

supporters.  

Her funeral at Akyaka (in 

Muğla Province) was attended 

by large numbers and reported 

in National and International 

Media. 

 

My first encounter with her 

did, however, have a comical 

side … It happened one 

stormy night on a Greek ferry 

boat between Piraeus and  

Rhodes in November 1988.  

I found a seat in a crowded 

salon next to a foreign looking 

couple (not Greek) and  

surveyed them, and what  

appeared to be their dog sitting 

on the floor nearby.  

The couple were chatting in 

German. I surveyed the dog 

again - a terrier type, khaki 

coloured - then I noticed it was 

trembling. A trembling dog! - 

why? what? how? In a stern 

voice I addressed the couple. 

"Why is your dog trembling?" 

The young woman tossed her 

flaxen hair and answered in 

English "Oh, he is sitting on top 

of the engine cover." 

I gaped, she giggled and we all 

broke out into fits of laughter 

while Mick (their dog) went on 

trembling. 

Twenty-four years passed and 

our friendship grew.  

They were living in Akyaka, I in 

Dalyan. Heike who took the 

name Bahar (spring) became an 

important figure in environ-

mental legislation and protec-

tion in Turkey. I, as Kaptan 

June took up the cause of Log-

gerhead Sea Turtles and was 

instrumental in saving their 

nesting beach at Iztuzu.  
 

Thomas supported his beloved 

lady throughout.  
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We will remember Heike as 
 
a wonderful woman 
a true conservationist 
a valuable board member 
a dear friend … 
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Newsletter 
“Here’s your captain speaking” 

Heike and Kaptan June at the X-mas Fair in Dalyan, December 2011 



Our foundation has pleaded 

for a ban on turtle feeding 

since it was established, be-

cause of its harmful effects to 

both the Loggerhead and Nile 

Turtles.  

 

Ever since the opening of 

DEKAMER, we have seen 

Loggerhead Turtles from the 
Dalyan Delta being brought in 

with serious injuries from 

fishing lines and hooks and 

from propeller blows. Apart 

from this easily recognisable 

physical harm, turtle baiting 

disturbs the normal behaviour 

pattern of the turtles in that a 

number of Loggerheads do 

not migrate anymore and 

prefer to wait for fast food 

supplied by captains and crab 

fishers, rather than forage by 

themselves.  

 

Last year our “Kaptan” and 

some of our volunteers there-

fore met with the Muğla  

Governor and regional repre-

sentatives of the Agency for 

the Protection of Special  

Environmental Areas to dis-

cuss an application for  

additional national legislation 

to protect turtle welfare, 

amongst others a ban on  

turtle feeding and baiting.  
Unfortunately we have not 

received any positive response 

to that application yet. 

 

Half August, however, there 

was a lot of media attention 

for turtle feeding and baiting in 

the Dalyan waterways.  

According to newspaper arti-

cles and television coverage, a 

by-law had been issued after 

23 tourists had been bitten by 

aggressive male Loggerhead 
Turtles. Normally Loggerhead 

Turtles are not aggressive, but 

according to a DEKAMER 

representative, the bait teasing 

with Blue Crab and chicken 

makes some males so frantic 

that they tend to bite at any-

thing coming near them.  

In August three male Logger-

heads therefore had to be  

Petition to ban turtle feeding   
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The Dalyan 

municipality 

has urged to 

stop turtle 

baiting, but 

the practice 

still continues. 

Please support 

our petition 

and help stop 

this disgusting 

practice once 

and for all!  

 

taken to the sea turtle rehab 

for the safety of tourists. Last 

year Nuri was the first turtle 

to be taken to the rehab for 

this reason and he has been 

held in captivity ever since.  

 

Although the Dalyan munici-

pality and DEKAMER employ-

ees urged the captains and 
boat owners to stop turtle 

baiting, the practice still con-

tinues.  

 

When addressing the authori-

ties, we did not get any confir-

mation that the alleged by-law 

has indeed been issued. 

Therefore our Foundation has 

started a petition to enforce 

legislation that forbids the 

feeding and baiting of turtles in 

the Dalyan waterways. In our 

opinion, the practice of feed-

ing and baiting turtles conflicts 

with both the Berne Conven-

tion and (Turkish) Animal 

Law, because it interferes with 

turtle welfare.  

 

A written petition can be 

signed at Kaptan June’s Hut, 

the Foundation’s market stall 

and at some sympathizing local 

cafés, hotels, guesthouses and 

travel agencies. We have also 

started an online version to 

reach a greater number of 

supporters world-wide.  

Of course we hope that YOU 

as a supporter and loyal friend 

of our foundation will sign and 

share our online petition  

Ban the feeding and baiting of 
turtles in the Köyceğiz-Dalyan 
SPA with your friends and 

relatives.  

The petition text is available in 

Turkish, English, German and 

Dutch to reach as many Dalyan 

friends as possible.  

The Petitions 24 webpage 

offers easy sharing options 

with Facebook, Twitter and 

Gmail, but of course you can 

also copy and paste the web 

address in an e-mail program 
of another provider. Any sup-

port you can give to share and 

make our petition a success 

will be much appreciated! 

  

Many visitors to our Hut tell 

us they were appalled to find 

out that turtles are exploited 

this way and say they would 

either not participate in such 

excursions or were sorry they 

had already done so because 

they had not been aware of 

the baiting practice and its 

sorry consequences.  

Recently visitors that have 

been taken on a tour said they 

would launch an official  

complaint for not having been 

informed about this cruel  

malpractice by their travel 

agency representative.  

 

Apart from continuing our 

petition, we will approach all 

big travelling agencies, inform 

them about the harmful effects 

of turtle feeding and baiting, 

and urge them not to include 

Turtle Watch Tours in their 

excursion programs. We will 

also contact holiday review 

sites such as Zoover and Trip 

Advisor to try and stop any 

further postings that promote 

Turtle Tours on the Dalyan 

waterways. 

http://www.petitions24.com/ban_the_feeding_and_baiting_of_turtles_in_the_koyceiz-dalyan_spa
http://www.petitions24.com/ban_the_feeding_and_baiting_of_turtles_in_the_koyceiz-dalyan_spa
http://www.petitions24.com/ban_the_feeding_and_baiting_of_turtles_in_the_koyceiz-dalyan_spa


Although we already had a 

website and Newsletters to 

inform people about our 

projects and activities, we 

have recently decided to start 

a Facebook Page as well.  

 

Many sympathisers browse 

our Facebook posts regularly, 

where they would not 
repeatedly visit our webpage 

unless they were looking for 

specific information.   

With our online petition 

going, Facebook is also a very 

powerful tool to share our 

information quickly and give 

sympathizers the opportunity 

to do the same.  

Thus information about the 

petition and our new 

brochures has been shared  

 locally with and by Dalyan 

Dernek, Dohakder, Kaunos 

Tours and Dalyan Times  

  

 nationally via HAYTAP and 

Anamur Çevre İnisiatifi 

 internationally with and by 

MEDASSET and Futouris. 

 

Our Facebook page offers a 

mixture of: 

- news flashes 

- awareness promotion 

- foundation press releases  

- activity reports 

- educational materials for kids 

- photographs & videos 

 

and of course our brochures 

in Turkish, English and 

German (see R-hand photo) 

 

And in case you wonder: 
There is no absolutely NO 

NEED TO REGISTER to 

access our Facebook Page.  

Just clicking the above link will 

do ... 

The Foundation’s new Facebook Page 

Donation by Foundation PULSE  

At the same time they were 

also very much concerned 

about the excessively large 

boat fleet, their careless ex-

ploitation of our waterways 

and the effects this inevitably 

has on the environment and 

marine wildlife.  

Small wonder they were 

moved by the Foundation’s 
propeller guard project and 

our efforts to get turtle baiting 

and feeding banned. This feel-

ing was only enforced by their 

visit to Kaptan June’s Hut and 

DEKAMER sea turtle rehab 

centre.  

 

We plan to spend the dona-

tion to cover part of the cost 

to supply Kaptan June’s Hut 

with electricity again.  

This year we had to do with-

out, because the connection 

at our new location has to 

come a long way and requires 

an expensive trafo.  

 

Although our electricity needs 

are limited, we find they are 

nevertheless urgent.  

This season we were not able 

to use our AV equipment and 

therefore could not show any 

educational videos, where 

Education & Awareness  

Building are top priorities.  

In summer we had a more 

down-to-earth problem called 

summer heat. Tourists were 
soon driven out of our Mu-

seum and Gift Shop and many 

skipped the museum alto-

gether. Next year there will 

be fans again, which will hope-

fully bring some cool relief 

when Dalyan is at its hottest. 

 

Kaptan June & her crew are 

very grateful for the support 

by the Pulse Foundation and 

look forward to welcoming 

the Van Sonsbeek family again. 

A pity that Dante is still a bit 

too young to be a volunteer, 

for he certainly shares his 

parents’ preference for pure, 

sustainable and animal-friendly.  

 

Recently our foundation was 

surprised by a totally unex-

pected and very generous 

donation by the Foundation 

Pulse. The donation resulted 

from a conversation that one 

of our volunteers had with 

Corine and Guus van Sons-

beek, the couple who estab-

lished Pulse in 2003.  
 

Pulse aims at improving the 

relation between Man and 

Nature, primarily in develop-

ing countries.  

To obtain optimum results, 

Pulse chooses to sponsor local 

organisations rather than 

(inter)national ones because in 

most cases they can realise 

sustainable development at a 

lower cost while sharing 

knowhow and a sense of Na-

ture and Environment with 

the local population.  

 

The family were first-time 

visitors of Dalyan and were 

very impressed by the beauty 

of the Koyceğiz-Dalyan SPA. 
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SOCIAL TURTLE 

MEDIA: 

 

Visit the 

Foundation’s 

Facebook Page  

and find 

numerous 

items of 

interest we 

could not 

possibly share 

by Newsletter 

 

 

 

The generous 

donation by 

Foundation 

PULSE  is an   

experience! 

We thank TUI/Futouris for  

sponsoring our brochures 

http://www.facebook.com/KaptanJuneSeaTurtleConservationFoundation?ref=hl
http://www.facebook.com/KaptanJuneSeaTurtleConservationFoundation?ref=hl
http://www.facebook.com/KaptanJuneSeaTurtleConservationFoundation?ref=hl
http://www.facebook.com/KaptanJuneSeaTurtleConservationFoundation?ref=hl
http://www.facebook.com/KaptanJuneSeaTurtleConservationFoundation?ref=hl
http://www.facebook.com/KaptanJuneSeaTurtleConservationFoundation?ref=hl
http://www.facebook.com/KaptanJuneSeaTurtleConservationFoundation?ref=hl
http://www.facebook.com/KaptanJuneSeaTurtleConservationFoundation?ref=hl


End July the Foundation was 

approached by Rotterdam-

based Cineac TV, which 

works in collaboration with 

the Rotterdam Environment 

Centre.  

 
Emile van Rinsum, managing 

director of Rotterdam Envi-

ronment Centre and his wife 

Mimi Slauerhoff (former thea-

tre actress, now personal 

coach) wanted to visit Kaptan 

June’s Hut on 29th July and 

interview “Kaptan June” as 

part of a film documentary 

about Turkey. They also 

wanted to visit DEKAMER.   

Visit by Rotterdam-based Cineac TV 
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Rotterdam is a multi-ethnic 

city and therefore Cineac TV 

has done documentaries about 

their main countries of origin, 

viz. Marocco (Cineac Nador), 

Cape Verde (Cineac Cabo 

Verde) and Surinam (Cineac 

Paramaribo) in a series called 

Cineac Abroad. This year the 

focus will be on Turkey, be-
cause Rotterdam has a big 

Turkish community.  
All the documentaries in the 

Cineac Abroad series zoom in 

on Nature & Environment and 

are first shown at gatherings 

in community centres and 

later broadcast on local 

Cineac television, to arouse 

discussion and debate. They 

are also broadcast nationally 

at the digital Goed TV cable 

channel. One of the items that 

will get attention in the docu-

mentary is the foundation’s 

view on the baiting and feed-

ing of turtles, something Emile 

and Mimi witnessed on their 
boat tour to the delta.  

 

Apart from Dalyan, Cineac TV 

had visited and filmed Hub 
İstanbul and Dilek National 

Park. 

activities around Dalyan.  

As Begüm is a member of our 

foundation, she approached  

us asking us if we could fill 

part of the Tuesday morning 

program at Iztuzu Beach.  

 
Since Kaptan June’s Hut is not 

suitable to receive so many 

visitors at once, we proposed 

to do a simultaneous program 

at the sea turtle rehab and at 

Kaptan June’s Hut.  

For the Hut program the 

group was once more split in 

two,  one half visiting the mu-

seum display and the other 

half attributing self-suggested 

beach activities to either side 

of a sustainability balance.  
Through a simple exercise the 

children got insight into how 

turtle welfare and tourism 

do /do not match and even 

managed to formulate some 

home-made regulations for 

responsible beach use. 
After 15 minutes the groups 

switched and after another 15 

minutes, the DEKAMER and 

HUT groups switched, so that 

all the students were able to 

get the most out of this part 

of the day program. 

 

Apart from Kaptan June her-

self and Affan, there were 

seven volunteers, but never-

theless it was quite intense 

because there were other 

visitors as well. However, we 

were impressed by the eager-

ness and prior knowledge of 

our 12-year-young guests. 

They behaved very disciplined 

and mature for their age.  

The associations in Dalyan 

that take nature, environment, 

dogs & cats and wildlife at 

heart try to support each 

other at special events. From 

9 October till 12 October 

there was such a special event. 

 

Istanbul International Commu-

nity School was visiting the 
Köyceğiz-Dalyan SPA with 

forty-one 7th-graders accom-

panied by seven teachers as 

part of their group building 

program. IICS had approached 

Begüm Erenler Soylu of 

Dalyan KIDS, to organise it.  

 
Dalyan KIDS is an eco holiday 

program for children aged 

between 8-14. The aim of the 

program is to raise their envi-

ronmental awareness through 

various informative and fun 

Kids from Istanbul International Community School 

teams up with  

 

 

 

for their  

group building 

program 

Cineac TV  

interviews  

Kaptan June  

for Turkish  

community in 

Rotterdam 

Annual “end of the season” Picnic for our Volunteers 

This season had a rough start, but also a 

brilliant end, worthy of an End of the 

Season Picnic! We praise ourselves very 

lucky with Affan, our versatile, multi-

lingual employee, and the fantastic group 

of volunteers that have helped to make 

this season such a great success.  

 

Fortunately, the gloomy weather fore-

cast predicting rain and a thunderstorm 
turned out to be totally independable.  

A BIG APPLAUSE FOR YOU ALL! 

http://hub-istanbul.com/
http://hub-istanbul.com/
http://www.kusadasi.biz/info/around/national-park
http://www.kusadasi.biz/info/around/national-park
http://www.dalyankids.com/?LANG=EN


 

 
Our e-mail address is: 

kaptanjuneseaturtlefoundation
@gmail.com   

OUR VISION AND MISSION 
 

We see healthy Sea Turtles with no injuries or illnesses,  

roaming the Mediterranean Seas freely during their long lives, 

coming to Iztuzu Beach to peacefully lay their eggs and visit the delta,  

their young hatchlings undisturbed,  

growing up strongly to see the beach again  

that once captured Kaptan June,  

who out of love and respect for its beauty  

strived to protect it and the turtles- and we with her! 

THE KAPTAN JUNE  

SEA TURTLE 

CONSERVATION 

FOUNDATION 

Sea Turtles 

A wonderful 34-page PDF 

colouring and reading book   

 

 

The circle of life of a sea turtle 

Animated video made with the 

drawings of 6-year-old Ella 

 

Turtles in Trouble 

An educational MEDASSET 

video explaining how tourists  

can contribute to help turtles. 

Interesting links for the kids 

 All that is vulnerable needs to be protected 

See our website: 

www.dalyanturtles.com 

KJSTCF footage 

 

The videos we have made 

about our Kaptan, the Hut and 

our projects and activities 

have been put in a YouTube 

Playlist bearing the name of 

our Foundation. 

 

As before, the latest videos 

will first be shared with our 

Newsletter Friends before 

being made public. Then they 

will also be available via our 

new Facebook Page. 

 

Footage from third parties 

 

Over the past year there have 

also been interviews and  
broadcasts by third parties. 

If possible, these will be shared 

on our Facebook Page and in 

every following Newsletter.  

KJSCF Playlist and other Foundation footage 

Have you been at  

Kaptan June’s hut this 

year and seen our  

brochures  in Turkish, 

English and German? 

 

Türk broşürümüz 

 

Our English brochure 

 

Unsere deutschen Broschüre 

 

 

 

For our Turkish Friends we 

selected the following: 

 
Hayat Gezince Güzel'i  

hazırlayıp sunan Fatih  

Türkmenoğlu, İztuzu ve  

caretta caretta kaplumbağaları 
için verdiği mücadelelerle 

tanınan Kaptan June ile keyifli 

bir sohbet gerçekleştirdi. 

Kaptan June kimdir? CNN Türk Video 
 

Our Dutch and Flemish friends   

will be interested in the  

Channel 3 Travels episode, 

which contains two sections 

with Nicolette Kluijver travel-

ling the south coast of Turkey.  

Channel 3 Travels 

 
The Dalyan footage, which 

includes a boat trip, an inter-

view with our Kaptan and a 

visit to DEKAMER sea turtle 

rehab, starts @ 23:45.  

Where most of the broadcast 
is in Dutch, the interview is 

obviously in English. 

mailto:kaptanjuneseaturtlefoundation@gmail.com
mailto:kaptanjuneseaturtlefoundation@gmail.com
http://act.oceanconservancy.org/site/DocServer?docID=481
http://youtu.be/FRwZl8vB6A0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JeDJV9Ip4E8&feature=share
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTWHpFD_GyanFffyj-h-xN-nU4rorhqFI
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTWHpFD_GyanFffyj-h-xN-nU4rorhqFI
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.356702161083726.90644.349469048473704&type=3
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.356336041120338.90477.349469048473704&type=3
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.356681994419076.90639.349469048473704&type=3#!/media/set/?set=a.356681994419076.90639.349469048473704&type=3
http://video.cnnturk.com/2012/biyografi/10/3/kaptan-june-kimdir
http://video.cnnturk.com/2012/biyografi/10/3/kaptan-june-kimdir
http://www.uitzendinggemist.nl/afleveringen/1296366

