
and there will be no fire hazard 

due to illegal BBQ fires...   
 

No need to say, that we highly 

appreciate the constructive 

collaboration with our mayor! 

It may come as a complete 

surprise to you, but on 8 May 

Kaptan June’s Hut has been 

relocated to another spot in 

Iztuzu forest.  

Due to differences of opinion 

with the DEKAMER sea turtle 

rehabilitation centre, we have 

decided to move to a more 

private location.  

 
Dalyan’s mayor Arif Sarı was 

very helpful in resolving the 

situation. As a born and bred 

Dalyanlı, the mayor recognises 

the icon value of Kaptan June’s 

Hut for the history of Dalyan, 

the beach and the special 

status of the area. He came 

with the suggestion to move 

the hut to one of the old con-

crete platforms in the forest 

that was built by Kavala when 

development started on the 

beach in1987.  

 
It is a place which comes with 

a bit of history attached and its 

location is absolutely perfect! 

The spot offers far more shade 

and is closer to the car park 

and toilet facilities. Due to its  

elevation, it offers a splendid 

view of the beach and sea. The 

mayor promised to help relo-

cate the Hut and supply us 

with electricity and water.  

 
Moreover, the municipality will 

put notice boards on the beach 

to show tourists the way to 

Kaptan June’s Hut. The mayor 

promised he will see to it that 

the restrictions for picnicking 

will be better enforced, so that 

the forest will not be littered 

Relocation of Kaptan June’s Hut 
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 Kaptan June’s Hut has 

been relocated? 

 The Foundation is  

becoming a business? 

 Boats with a propeller 
guard can be recognised 

by our Hallmark? 

 TANTUR has helped 
Brilliant tours to go 

electric? 

 An LPG powered boat is 
tested by the Dalyan 

Boat Cooperative? 

In this issue: 

Relocation of 

Kaptan June’s 

Hut 

1 

Rectification 1 

A Gülay Original 

for Kaptan June’s 

Hut 

2 

Re-styled logo 2 

Propeller guard 

project still run-

ning 

3 

Oswald - a poem 

by June Haimoff 

4 

How volunteers 

Greg & Pete 

became Stork 

Rangers 

5 

Tebrikler, Meliha 

ve Sezgin! 

5 

Short News  

Flashes 
6 

Newsletter 

“Here’s your captain speaking”  

Rectification 

In our previous Newsletter 

issue of January we referred to 

TANTUR as being “the biggest 

Turkish Tour company owned 

by TUI Germany”.  

This reference should have 

read “owned by Tui Travel 

PLC”. We apologise 

for the mistake.    

Kaptan June’s Hut at its new location 

 View from Kaptan June’s Hut 



Those of you who visited 

Kaptan June’s Hut last year, 

will certainly remember the 

wonderful painted stones and 

tins by Okçular-based artist 

Gülay Çolak.  

 
Gülay is quite a remarkable 

lady. Although life does not 

always come easy on her, her 

smile is radiant enough to heat 

an entire room. Despite her 

partial paralysis, she is deter-

mined to make her own living 

by doing what she is good at: 

artwork and handicraft.  
When we first saw her art-

work, we immediately realised 

that Gülay’s painted stones 

and tins would make really 

nice and original keepsakes. 

Therefore the foundation 

ordered some of her stones 

and tins to see if they would 

sell. And they did; Gülay’s 

artwork sells like hot cakes. 

Good for us while trying to 

sell nice locally-made 

“originals” and good for her, 

because it provides her with a 

much visited outlet and a 

steady source of income.   

 
On the 28th March the founda-

tion’s volunteers were invited 

to Gülay’s house for a very 

special TEA***** as a token of 

her gratitude and sympathy 

for our cause. Since Gülay 

wanted to make a special gift 

to the foundation and put the 

event in the spotlights, it even 

got media coverage from the 

Muğla-based Haber 48 news-

paper. Having heard and read 

about turtle casualties and 
having watched our YouTube 

footage on propeller guards, 

she decided to make a ma-

quette for  Kaptan June’s Hut.  
The maquette consists of a 

sandy beach with two disabled  

turtles, crying because of the 

harm done to them by un-

guarded propellers, fishing 

lines and hooks, and plastic 

bags. Behind the sand beach 

platform there’s a painted 

view of the sea, Radar Station 

and Delik Island. One can 

hardly think of a more appeal-

ing addition to our new edu-

cational kit than this maquette.  
Children will be impressed 

and moved by what they see. 

Kaptan June surely was, and 

so were the volunteers. 

 

Gülay: “ellerine sağlık”!  
We feel very fortunate to 

know you, work with you and 

share our love for Nature and 

the Environment!  

  

captain’s cap, heart-shaped 

belly and the life-buoy. We 

chose three designs to be 

used for different purposes. 

 
# 1 (below) with the lettering 

next to the image will be used 

as a letterhead 

# 2  with its distinct blue 

background (in the Gülay 

miniposter insert) will be used 

on large surfaces  

Where we were quite content 

with the logo designed by 

Yasemin Pakyürek last year,  

we had to have it profession-

ally redone before the start of 

the new season. Both the 

TANTUR bus and the Turtle-

friendly boats require a much 

higher-resolution logo that 

can be enlarged to 50 cm.  

 
That’s were Friends come in! 

Our Friend Bas Eefsting of 

Eefsting Druk Grafische Specials 

was more than willing to redo 

the logo, using the same basic 

elements as in the original 

one. Meaning we stuck to the 

cheeky-looking turtle with its 

# 3 (in L-hand margin) with 

the more modest styling will 

be used in publications and 

presentations. 

 
Last year the acronym JUST 
ranked high up in the founda-

tion’s FAQ list. Therefore       

“Kaptan June” was taken from 

the lettering in the life-buoy, 

which greatly improves the 

readability of the long, bi-

lingual foundation name.   

 

Thank you Bas for your help-

ful suggestions; you’ve done  a 

wonderful job! 

A Gülay Original for Kaptan June’s Hut 

Re-styled logo 

A wonderful high 
(calory) tea at  

Gülay Çolak’s and 
a very special 

addition to our 
educational kit ... 
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Dutch graphical 
designer helps to 
re-style logo for 
high-resolution 

applications 

 

Thank you for 
your  contribution 
to the weight of 
our foundation, 

Gülay  

  



  

Propeller guard project still running 
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Where we had hoped to get 

most propeller guards fitted 

over winter, there has been 

some delay. Due to the heavy 

rainfall over winter and early 

spring, many captains got their 

boats ready very late this year. 
Throrough maintenance often 

includes taking off the propel-

ler as well, meaning our usta 

Faruk had to wait … 

 
Meanwhile we approached a 
number of tourist agencies 

with the request to follow the 

example set by TUI/TANTUR 

to use propeller-guarded 

boats only. Both Kaunos 

Tours and Tamarisk were 

sympathetic with the idea and 

approached their captains with 

the request to have their 

boats equipped with one.  

 

Through TANTUR we heard 

that Brilliant Tours were going 

to convert four of their diesel 

boats to electric and therefore 

we approached them offering 

to fit propeller guards as well.  

 

We were even more happy 

when Kardak Tours manager 

Özay Akdoğan assured us he 

would have his entire fleet of 

18 boats fitted with propeller 

guards, one of which is a solar 

boat and one an electrically 

driven boat … Sustainable 

Tourism at its best! 

Social media 

 

To promote the guards among 

private boat captains and 

spread the word, we started 

to use social media.  

We shared our YouTube 

footage and promotional flyers 

with our environmentally-

conscious Facebook friends in 
Dalyan and asked them to do 

the same. Which they did ...   
And so Mehmet Özalp much 

to his surprise received com-

pliments and congratulations 

from his British, Dutch and 

German clients overseas… 

They had either watched the 

video or had seen the special 

flyer which we made to pro-

mote the guards (and his ser-

vices in the process) …  

 
Hallmark & flyer 

 
We had two hallmarks made, 

one in Turkish (Kaplumbağa 
Dostu Tekne) and one in En-

glish (Turtle Friendly Boat) to 

be attached on either side of 

the boat at the end facing the 

waterfront. Thus making sure 

the hallmark will stand out 

immediately to tourists wal-

king the boulevard.  

 
We have also made a flyer 

informing tourists about the 

backgrounds of the project 

and how they can recognise a 
boat that carries a propeller 

guard.  

 

With most boats back in the 

water now, we are waiting for 

some 22 boats to be done in 

the next couple of weeks.   

When our usta Faruk has 

finished his job on the tourist 

boats, we will start to focus 

on guards for outboard pro-

pellers and the boats of the 

Dalko Fish Cooperative.  
They have said that they 

would like to participate in the 

project, but their boats need a 

different kind of guard.  

  
In the pipeline 

 

A number of private captains 

have already indicated they 

would like to have a guard 

mounted at the end of the 

season. The Çandır and Ekin-

cik Boat Cooperatives will 

decide at the end of the 

season. They are eager to 
hear the experiences of four 

private captains from Ekincik.   

 

A BIG “THANK YOU!” 
 

We are very grateful for the 

support we have got from 

various parties over the past 

months. We would especially 

like to thank Özay Akdoğan of 

Kardak Tours, who not only 

boosted our project, but has 

also been very supportive in 

getting us media coverage to 

advocate our cause. 

   

A selection of our 
miniposters to 
advertise the 

propeller guards.  

Good publicity  
for captains,  

boat owners and  
businesses that 
support us and  
good publicity  

for the 
foundation 

We like to thank Kaunos Tours and  

Tamarisk for their wonderful support! 

Musa and Hidayet, two  

boatmen from Ekincik  

eager to be the first ... 

Thank you 
Dündar & Helena 

Metin for your 
confidence and 

good advice!   
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My name is Oswald and I am a turtle in my prime 
I made a boo-boo and got caught, so now I’m doing time 

Before they trapped me near the beach, my life was trouble-free 
I dined on whelks and crab and such and had a family 

 
How different is my present plight 

Bereft of wife and nipper  
I scud around this dismal pond 

a sort of poor man’s “ flipper” 
 

Sometimes my captors come to gaze at me beneath the deep 
They laugh and say moronic things like “Does he ever sleep?” 

and throw me bits of lettuce leaf and other things I hate 
indelicately asking “Do you think he needs a mate?” 

 
If I could speak their lingo 
I’d answer from my tank 

“Of course I need a mate, you clots  
Do you think it’s fun to w..k?” 
 

I’m so depressed, my carapace is losing its lustre 
and some gheeky barnacles are clinging to it in a cluster 
I borrow sadly ’neath some silt and ponder my condition 
Escape I plan and think of ways to bring it to fruition ... 

 
But what can one poor turtle do who lacks a human guile 

and has no helper near to bring a meat pie and a file   
I think of all my former friends, the dolphins and the whales 
remembering the laughs we had, the banter and the tales ... 

 
Then suddenly a thought revolves me from the moribund 

- a whale that I knew once told me of a certain wildlife fund ... 
The way he had described it had seemed a trifle steep ... 

Could there possibly be humans helping creatures of the deep? 
 

I’d always thought of humans as a very hostile group 
busily plundering our nests and making us into soup 

Where are these friendly humans? My hopes begin to grow 
If I could just keep on praying, might one fight me here below? 

 
Well, prayers are sometimes answered and miracles occur ... 
Just now a girl looked down at me and I looked up at her ... 

“A loggerhead turtle”, she declared, “you’ve got to set him free! 
You are flouting all the rules of marine ecology.” 

 
“At next tide, I’ll let him go,” cried this paragon of women 

She really knew her onions -that would help me swimming. 
So now I wait the rising tide to launch me in the briny 
And once again my carapace will be all nice and shiny. 

 
I’ll flipper madly across the reef -a liberated turtle 

and soon be re-united with my darling wife named Myrtle. 
Then we’ll romp around the ocean and cavort about the sea 

and shout “Three cheers for the girls and boys of marine ecology!”  
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OSWALD  

 

a poem by  
June Haimoff  
from the early 
1980’s 

NOTE: 

 
I wrote this poem 
in the 1980’s on 
the island of 
Providenciales  
in the Turks and 
Caicos.  

 
On the quay at 
my hotel a 
loggerhead turtle 
was imprisoned in 
a concrete tank 
next to the sea. 
Concerned for  
this poor 
creature, I wrote 
the poem. 
Subsequently the 
hotel owners 
agreed to set him 
free. 

 

Dalyan 2012, 
June Haimof 

 



The interest of  most of our 

volunteers is certainly not 

limited to turtles only.  

As we live in an SPA with a  

rich wildlife, there is far more  

to be seen and appreciated,  

like storks ... 

Two of our volunteers, Greg 

and Pete, are lucky enough to 

have had their “private” stork 

couple on an electric pole 

near their house for years.  

Early March this year there 

seemed some reason for  

concern. 

 

Read Greg & Pete’s amazing 

and moving story about the 

rescue operation for Lenny & 

Lucy Stork … 

 

On the 7th of march the electric 

company came and threw our 

leyley's nest off the electric pole 

to my shock, i asked why he said 

they were just moving it higher 

away from the wires and will 

replace the nest, they put a 

handful of the nest back on the 

wire grid base. Two days later 

we had a hurricane type winds 
and the nest was blown away 

leaving just two sticks, i got a bit 

concerned if Lenny and Lucy 

would return this as been there 

home for the last 5 yrs, so i 

asked a good friend of ours 

Mebrure Kuze Blum and Colin 

who are environmentalist/animal 

protection who came to our 

rescue. Mebrure asked aydem 

the electric company to come 

out on Saturday and with them 

we made a new nest for lenny 

and lucy not knowing if in fact 

they would return, that night  

we heard the clack clack noise 

and looked out the window, and 

who was there, yes lenny!!! that 

was a beautiful site. then Tues-

day lucy arrive back woohoo, and 
they seem to be enjoying there 

new nest. so we would just like 

to say a big big thank you to 

mebrure, colin and aydem elec-

tric guys for all there help and 

support  

 

Regards,  

 

Greg and Pete 

the henna party taking place in 

Meliha’s home village and the  

wedding party at the muhtarlık 

square opposite the Gökbel 

primary school. The couple 

was lucky. Gökbel can be 

quite chilly, so weatherwise 

open-air wedding parties in 

April can be tricky.   

Kaptan June sharing a dance  

with the happy couple 

On 22 April we were invited 
to the wedding party of Meliha  

Cedetaş, the female veterinary 

who worked at the Sea Turtle 

Rehab, and her Gökbel groom 

Sezgin Çoban.  

 

Since Meliha is from Antakya, 

which is some 800 km from 

Dalyan, the marriage was cele-

brated at both locations with 

But on 22 April the weather 

was quite nice and there was a 

lot of dancing going on, which 

helped to keep every one 

warm.                               

We were delighted to meet 

with Meliha’s former colleague 

Hülya again, although it hardly 

came a surprise that she 

should be there. Meliha and  
Hülya shared a lot during the  

2010 - 2011 winter season, 

when the two took care of 

the turtles that “hybernated” 

at the Turtle Rehab Centre.  
They became friends for life, 

as Meliha and Sezgin have 

chosen to be ... 
We wish the couple many 

happy years together! 

How our volunteers Greg & Pete became Stork Rangers 

TEBRİKLER, Meliha & Sezgin! 
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The story of our leyley's Lenny and Lucy 

Electric company comes 

to the rescue 

  

HURRICANE  
 
On 18 April this 
nest was also 
blown away in a 
hurricane and so 
on 19 April the 
“Stork Nest 
Rescue Team”  
called in the help 
of Aydem Electric 
once more.  
 
May Lenny and 
Lucy’s worries be 
“little ones” from 
now on ... 

 



 

 
Our e-mail address is: 

kaptanjuneseaturtlefoundation
@gmail.com    

THE KAPTAN JUNE  

SEA TURTLE CONSERVATION 

FOUNDATION 

 All that is vulnerable needs to be protected 

See our website: 

www.dalyanturtles.com 

A VIDEO SELECTION 

FOR OUR FRIENDS 

 

Click the photos, 

then allow to connect 

to play the videos 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR VISION AND MISSION 
 

We see healthy Sea Turtles with no injuries or illnesses,  

roaming the Mediterranean Seas freely during their long lives, 

coming to Iztuzu Beach to peacefully lay their eggs and visit the delta,  

their young hatchlings undisturbed,  

growing up strongly to see the beach again  

that once captured Kaptan June,  

who out of love and respect for its beauty  

strived to protect it and the turtles- and we with her! 

 All that is vulnerable needs to be protected 

Presentation for TUI UK  

 
At the invitation of TANTUR, 

the foundation gave a presen-

tation for approx. 45 TUI UK 

reps at the Lykia Resort Hotel 

in Dalaman at the end of April.  

 

In a PowerPoint presentation 

the reps were informed about 

the aims and activities of the 

foundation, the dangers turtles 
are facing, regulations to be  

communicated with tourists 

visiting Iztuzu and about our 

propeller guard project.  

 

Many representatives ap-

peared to be unaware of the 

problems caused by turtle 

feeding during Turtle Watch 

Tours and were shocked to 

hear that this can result in 

serious injury and even 

changes in the turtles’  

migration pattern.  

After the presentation there 

many questions and the reps 

enjoyed being able to meet 

and speak with Kaptan June 

herself. 

 

As a foundation, we appreci-

ated having the opportunity to 

speak to a gathering of reps, 

because they are the ambassa-

dors who directly address the 

tourists visiting Iztuzu Beach 

and the Dalyan waterways.  

 

Sustainable Tourism starts 

with Awareness. 

 

Channel 3 Travels 
 

The foundation has been ap-

proached by the popular 

Dutch BNN television pro-

gram “3 Op Reis” that would 

like to do an item on Kaptan 

June and her foundation.  

 

“Channel 3 Travels” is a series 

about travelling and tourism. 

In 30-minute episodes the 

presenters try to inspire and 

inform their young-at-heart 

audience with travel reports in 

which sustainability is an im-

portant element. 

 

More news about the event in  

our following Newsletter. 

 

 

Solar, Electric & LPG 

With 500-600 boats using the 

Dalyan waterways, the use of 

diesel driven engines puts a 

heavy burden on the environ-

ment. Until this year there 

was only one solar boat and 

one electric boat in Dalyan, 

both owned by Kardak Tours.  

 

This year, with TANTUR’s  

support four boats of Brilliant 

Tours have been converted to 

electric. The Cooperative is 

testing an LPG engine fitted 

for free and four electric ones.  

 

Hopefully the cost of diesel 

will persuade more captains to 

go more “serene & green”. 

Video selection   

 
As in the first two issues of 

the Newsletter, a number of 

video reports have been in-

cluded in the column at the 

left. All three have been 

shared by Facebook before, in 

order to advertise the propel-

ler guard project among boat 

owners and public alike.  

 

The first clip shows private 

captain Mehmet Özalp, a very 

enthusiastic supporter of our 

cause, who recommends the 

propeller guards among all his 

friends and fellow-boatmen.  

 

The second one shows two 

boatmen from Ekincik deter-

mined to prove that the fear 

of the Çandır and Ekincik boat 

captains that they will get 

stuck due the shallowness of 

the delta is not justified.  

  

The third video shows how 

TURTLE FRIENDLY BOAT 

hallmarks are fitted onto a 

number of propeller-guarded 

boats to make them stand out 

for tourists.  

 

Next issue 

The next issue -which will 
appear shortly- will link to a 

video that shows the latest 

developments as to relocating, 

rebuilding and refurbishing 

Kaptan June’s Hut. 

 

Short News Flashes 

mailto:kaptanjuneseaturtlefoundation@gmail.com
mailto:kaptanjuneseaturtlefoundation@gmail.com
http://youtu.be/aGSYN-WZDZc
http://youtu.be/x8d5VebtKEo
http://youtu.be/tTfrl1LMJBE

