
  

 

 

All of you will know the story 

of Dalyan İztuzu Beach and my 

part in obtaining protection for 

it, and therefore its importance 

to the loggerhead sea turtles 

(Caretta caretta) and to visi-

tors to these beautiful Turkish 

shores. 

 
The aims of the KJSTCF or 
JUST  are prevention of injury 

and disturbance to turtles by 

means of public awareness and 

educational programmes,  

legislation through government 
channels and action projects, 

e.g. propeller guards for all 

boats on the Dalyan water-

ways.  

 

Maria Jonker, creator of our 

Newsletter will  -I’m sure-  be 

happy to answer any questions  
you may have and I, Kaptan 

June, will welcome comments 

and suggestions.  

 
Thank you for becoming a 

Friend. Take care!          
 
Kaptan June 

Welcome on board, dear Friends of the Foundation! 

Who’s on Board as well? 

After publication in the Resmi 

Gazete on 9 April 2011, the 

Foundation finally got its official 

status and could call its first 

general meeting for 6 May. 

 

After a general introduction 

about the vision and goals of 

the Foundation, the Board of 

Directors was officially elected. 

The meeting was tri-lingual 

(Turkish, English and German) 

to suit Foundation members of 

different nationalities.  

 

Besides June Haimoff (1st 

President), the Board of Direc-

tors consists of Bahar Suseven 

(2nd President), Thomas 

Schmitz (3rd President),    

Sue Taylor (Accountant) and  

Abidin Kurt (Secretary), all of 

whom have been close and 

loyal friends of June’s for many 

years.   

 

The board meets at least once 

a month to discuss every  

aspect of the Foundation,  

make new plans and implement  
existing ones.  The directors 

are in  close contact with each 

other,  the Supervision Board,  

members, associates and  

volunteers. 

 

In accordance with Turkish 

Foundation regulations,  

General meetings with the 

members take place twice a 

year, in April and November.  
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 CARE or CURE ? 

The Board Members and co-founders Yasemin and Yakup 

Hello Friends, welcome to our family!     



As many of you will have read 

in June’s autobiographical 

novel Kaptan June and the 

Dalyan Turtles, her hut was 

taken from the beach in 1986 

and rested in her garden from 

1988 onwards. In 2009 it was 

brought back to Iztuzu Beach 

as a monument of historical 

interest for Dalyan. Because of 
the establishment of the  

Kaptan June Sea Turtle Conser-

vation Foundation, the hut  has 

been smartened up this spring 

to serve as the Sea Turtle 

Foundation’s Public Relations 

and Information Centre. Part 

of its interior and exterior 

was repainted, its interior 

adapted to suit its new desti-

nation, and its bleached side 

mural restored by June’s  

German artist friend Ute  

Wiessenhuetter.  

 

One room of the beach hut   

shows the history of “Turtle 

Beach”, the former and pre-
sent threats to turtle welfare 

and protection measures.      

In the other room of the 

beach hut, you will find nice 

keepsakes to take for your 

beloved ones.  

 

Volunteers can tell the story 

to the photographs and 

(multilingual) newspaper clip-

pings. We were very happy to 

find articles and photos dating 

back to the 1987-1988 period, 

when development had just 

started and was questioned in 

Turkish and German papers.  

It adds to the authenticity of 

the historical account of the 
roaring days of Iztuzu Beach.  

 

The  volunteers at the Hut 

will be glad to inform visitors 

about the foundation’s goals 

and its first project, the caging 

of boat propellers.    

 

 

People of different nationali-

ties have voluntarily offered 

their time and effort to make 

our maiden year a success.  

 

Their efforts included manag-

ing the foundation, accounting, 

writing project plans, meeting 

with officials, converting  the 

Hut into a PR centre, inform-
ing visitors, translating, supply-

ing our Gift Shop, and many 

more chores ...  

Facelift and new destination for Kaptan June’s Hut 

 Our team of Volunteers 

Support from many benefactors and sympathisers 

party at Leyley restaurant last 

year, where Sir David Bellamy 

was our guest of honour, and 

money was also raised at the 

Breakfasts on the  Beach.  

 

Some friends and sympathisers  

could afford to do a consider-

able donation. They were  

more than generous, where 
we were having problems 

raising enough money to get 

started. We would therefore 

like to mention some wonder-

ful people who really made a 

difference by their generosity, 

viz. Mr. and Mrs. Biesta, Lady 

P. Daunt and Mrs. Wiles. We 

are also very grateful for the 

donation by TUI / Futouris, 

which complemented the 

50,000 TL assets required for 

the actual establishment and 

allowed us to pay for all legal 

expenses involved. 

  

Now that we’re actual up and 

running, we are again grateful 

for the many donations we 

have received over this year 
and for people like yourselves 

signing up to be a Friend of 

the Foundation.  It helps us to 

pursue our goal to make  

Iztuzu Beach and the  

Köyceğiz-Dalyan Special  

Environmental Protection 

Area a safer place for sea 

turtles to forage, breed and 

nest ...  

The success of any foundation 

depends on people  willing to 

fight for a common goal. So 

far, the foundation is entirely 

run by volunteers and not one 

single person is paid for his or 

her time and effort. We praise 

ourselves lucky to have this 

wonderful team of dedicated 

volunteers.   

 

Where an enthusiastic crew 

makes a foundation thrive, the 

actual establishment of the 

foundation would of course 

have been impossible without 

the incredible generosity of 

loyal friends, benefactors and 

sympathisers. Much money 

was gathered by the  gala 

So far, the 

foundation is 

entirely run by 

volunteers and 

not one single 

person is paid 

for his or her 

time and 

effort.  

We praise 

ourselves lucky 

to have this 

wonderful 

team of 

dedicated 

volunteers.   
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Please contact us if you are interested. 

We could do with many more volunteers!  



Although June has been an 

expatriate for most of her 

adult life, her work has not 

remained unnoticed in the 

United Kingdom.  

 

In the 2011 New Year’s  

Honours Queen Elizabeth II 

has recognised June’s extra-

ordinary work by awarding 
her an MBE “for her services 

to environmental conservation 

and the protection of endan-

gered turtles in Turkey.”  

As a result, June was invited 

to come to Buckingham Palace 

on 11 May to receive her 

Member of the British Empire 

award from His Royal High-

ness Prince Charles.   

On 24 June this occasion was 

celebrated with a Garden 

Party offered to June by the 

Municipality of Dalyan. It was  

held in the garden opposite 

June’s house in Dalyan, at 

Kaptan June Sokak. Among 

the special guests were the 

British Ambassador to Turkey,  

H.E. David Reddaway, Muğla 
Governor Fatih Şahin, the 

Fethiye-based Honorary Con-

sul Mustafa Şıkman, the 

Ortaca Kaymakan Mustafa 

Gürdal and the mayors of 

Dalyan and the surrounding 

municipalities.  

The worthies had some nice 

surprises in store for the new 

Member of the British Empire. 

On behalf of the British Gov-

ernment, the Ambassador 

announced a 10,000 TL dona-

tion to be spent on propeller 

cages. The Governor invited 

June over to talk about legisla-

tion making propeller cages 

obligatory on the Dalyan wa-

terways, and Dalyan Mayor, 

Arif Sarı handed June a plaque 
for her invaluable work for 

the Dalyan municipality.  

 

The official part was kept 

agreeably short, and was fol-

lowed by  performances by a 

Dalyan folk dancing group,   

singer Tom Sparrows and of 

course ... June herself.  

 

cuss legislation to that effect 

and any additional legislation 

required to make the Dalyan 

waterways a safer haven for 

endangered turtles.  

 

Consequently an appointment 

was made for a meeting in 

Muğla. The Governor decided 

to invite a representative of 
the Agency for the Protection 

of Special Environmental  

Protection Areas as well.  

 

As a result of the discussions,  

a number of requests have 

The Foundation is very 

pleased with an initiative 

brought forward by Mr. Fatih 

Şahin, the Governor of Muğla.  

 

While looking at a model of 

the propeller guard prototype 

at June’s Garden Party,  

Mr. Şahin remarked that it is 

too silly for words that there 
is no legislation that makes 

propeller caging compulsory. 

To stress that this was not 

just an empty phrase, he im-

mediately invited June to 

come over to Muğla to dis-

been formulated for stricter 

legislation in the Köyceğiz - 

Dalyan Special Environmental 

Protection Area.  

 

The foundation is eagerly 

awaiting good news from the 

authorities in Ankara,  

especially about compulsory 

propeller caging and an official 
ban on turtle feeding.  

 

We are happy to have found 

the Governor on our side ... 

 

Recognition by the Queen 

Application for new legislation 

Our first project 

Gültekin, the Manager of the 

Dalyan Boat Cooperative and  

marine designer / engineer 

Özleyiş Çakır, it was decided 

that the latter would make a 

prototype propeller guard, 

especially designed to prevent 

injuries to the loggerhead 

population in the delta and the 

nile turtles further up river.  

The foundation promised to 

sponsor eight propeller guards 

as an incentive to more res-

ponsible ecotourism on the 

Dalyan waterways.  

 

After the tourist season, the 

Foundation intends to sponsor 

more propeller guards.  

Since there is a fair chance 

that propeller caging will be 

made compulsory in the near 

future and TUI prefers turtle-

friendly boats, we have good 
hopes that captains will be 

more inclined to choose for 

propeller protection. 

 

One of the main hazards for 

sea turtles in the Dalyan wa-

terways is shell cuts by pro-

peller crashes. The boat fleet 

operating on the Dalyan wa-

terways amounts to 500-600 

boats, and only a handful has 

propeller protection. There-

fore we decided that the first 

project of the new foundation 
would be the promotion of 

propeller caging. 

 

After a meeting with Atilla 

Thanks to the  

support of  

Muğla Governor 

Fatih Şahin,           

we are now 

awaiting new 

legislation 

regarding 

propeller 

protection 
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Just when we thought that the 

season had ended and were 

planning to clear the Hut as a 

preparation for winter,  

Mebrure Kuzey-Blom of the 

Dalyan dog sanctuary came to 

June to hand her an invitation.  

During the Feast of Sacrifice 

HAYTAP, the  Animal Rights 

Federation of Turkey, were 

having their 4th national repre-

sentatives’ meeting. Thanks to 

a very persistent Mebrure, one 

of the four days would be 

spent in Dalyan including a visit 

to Kaptan June’s Hut and the 

Sea Turtle Rehab Centre.  

Of course June was invited for 

all of the day’s program, a boat 

trip, lunch at Denizkızı, a visit 

to the dog sanctuary, the visit 

to Iztuzu and dinner.  

Recognition 

For June the day was very spe-

cial and emotional, because the 

HAYTAP participants made it a 

day of true recognition of her 

contribution to preserving 

Turkish wildlife. Although June 

has received quite some 

plaques from worthies over 

the years, the Certificate she 

received from HAYTAP is 

different in that it comes from 

soul mates who truly under-

stand the value of animal life 

and are willing to fight for that. 
(See HAYTAP’s MISSION in 

the left hand margin.)  

 

The HAYTAP Federation of-

fered to incorporate the foun-

dation and so, undoubtedly, 

there will be  more meetings 
with HAYTAP representatives 

in the future.  

 

We are clearly fighting for a 

common cause ... 
 

The day’s programme 
The day’s programme started 

with a meeting at the harbour 

for a trip down the river to 

the estuary end of the beach.  
The beautiful weather allowed 

for a lovely trip and many 

conversations in a relaxed 

ambiance. 

 

Upon returning, lunch was 

served at Denizkızı restaurant. 

There, a presentation was 

given and speeches were held 

by Mayor Arif Sarı and the 

receivers of awards, one of 

them being our Foundation’s 

very own Captain ... 

 

In the afternoon, the group 

first visited the Baranak (the 

Dalyan dog sanctuary) and was 

then taken to Iztuzu to visit 

June’s Hut and DEKAMER. 

 

Kaptan June’s Hut  

Once the gathering arrived at 

Kaptan June’s Hut, the volun-

teers had their hands full in 

selling keepsakes and the 

Turkish version of Kaptan 

June and the Turtles. So June  

 

had to sign a lot of books, but 

did not seem to mind. She was 

having a good time amongst 

new friends, some of whom in 

important positions and willing 

to help out in communicating 

with hard-to-reach govern-

ment officials.  

 

During the get-together at 

June’s Hut, June held a speech 

in which she told the story of 

the beach and the foundation 

and thanked the HAYTAP 

guests for their warm support 

and the wonderful day they 

had spent together.  

To our great surprise, the 

Foundation was presented 

with some 10 funny turtle 

costumes which may come in 

handy in next year’s aware-

ness and education campaign. 

The day had a nice conclusion 

with a joined evening meal at 

LeyLey’s restaurant. 

HAYTAP visiting Dalyan 

 HAYTAP’s  

MISSION  

 

is to raise public 

consciousness 

regarding 

animal rights 

and ecological 

balance, 

prevent animal 

rights 

aggression, 

create 

educational 

programs for 

the rising 

generation and 

carry out 

awareness 

programs with 

the purpose to 

alter laws ... 
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One of the participants of the 

HAYTAP meeting was Nergis 

Yazgan, former president of 

the Turkish division of WWF. 

Her coming to Dalyan and 

staying with June was a  

wonderful surprise in itself.  

 

Nergis has been a dear old 
friend of June’s ever since 

1987, when she joined in the 

“Battle for Dalyan”.  As head 

of DHKD she was of invalu-

able help in preserving Iztuzu 

Beach as a nesting habitat for 

the loggerhead sea turtle.  

 

Since Nergis and June had 

some catching up to do,  

Nergis arrived one day early 

and, together with June made 

an early visit to Iztuzu Beach, 

June’s Hut and the sea turtle 

rehab. She will have appreci-

ated being given due credit in 

the Museum’s exhibition for 

her support in the mid 80’s 

for keeping Iztuzu Beach the 

lovely place in still is.  

 

On Tuesday the two enjoyed 

the boat trip  with HAYTAP.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

sizes, made it unnecessarily 

expensive. Since the developer 

was not willing to reduce his 

price in case of bulk purchase, 

the Foundation decided to 

look for cheaper alternatives. 

 

At this moment three new 

designs are considered, all  

offered by supporters of our 
cause. We are very grateful to 

Will and Paul for their won-

derful help in this. The price 

difference with the previous 

model will help us realise our 

common goal to have propel-

ler guards fitted on ALL boats 

on the Dalyan waterways at a 

faster pace. Currently, pilot 

models are being made and 

these will be tested. Based on 

the test results and a price 

Now that the tourist season 

has ended, it is time for us to 

concentrate on getting new 

propeller guards mounted.  

Therefore a new meeting was 

staged with representatives of 

the Dalyan Boat Cooperative. 

Realising that propeller guard  

legislation is on its way and 

that TUI will only use propel-
ler-caged  tour boats once 

they have the choice, made 

the Cooperative eager to 

accept the Foundation’s new 

offer for propeller guards.  

 

Where  the previous design 

was sturdy, it was not a uni-

versal one and made of costly 

stainless steel. The fact that 

each cage had to be tailor-

made to fit boats of different 

comparison, it will be decided 

how we will proceed. The 

project should be finished 

before New Year. 

 

The new design made by Will 

is similar to the one fitted 

before, but has been made 

adaptable in size and is there-

fore universal. Though more 
material is needed, this advan-

tage will make the design far 

cheaper to produce and fit, if 

made in bigger quantities.  

The designs made by Paul are 

not universal, but much sim-

pler and made of cheaper 

marine corrosion-resistant 

materials. More news will 

follow once the project has 

been finished.  

 

A special reunion 

New meeting with Dalyan Boat Cooperative 

 

Thanks to the 

designs made by 

Will and Paul we 

hope  to realise 

propeller caging 

on the Dalyan 

waterways at a 

faster pace. 
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Hopefully we 

may welcome 

June’s other 

fellow 

campaigners ,   

- Keith Corbett 

- Günther Peter 

- Lily Venizelos 

- David Bellamy 

 before long …  

 

 

Of course co-founder and 

Board Member Abidin Kurt 

was present this day as well 

and so the three were re-

united at Iztuzu Beach as in 

the old, sometimes good and 

sometimes not-so-good days. 

 

THANK YOU FOR  

YOUR COMMITMENT   

THEN AND NOW,  

NERGIS!  

 



 
Our e-mail address is: 

kaptanjuneseaturtlefoundation
@gmail.com   

OUR VISION AND MISSION 
 

We see healthy Sea Turtles with no injuries or illnesses,  

roaming the Mediterranean Seas freely during their long lives, 

coming to Iztuzu Beach to peacefully lay their eggs and visit the delta,  

their young hatchlings undisturbed,  

growing up strongly to see the beach again  

that once captured Kaptan June,  

who out of love and respect for its beauty  

strived to protect it and the turtles- and we with her! 

THE KAPTAN JUNE  

SEA TURTLE 

CONSERVATION 

FOUNDATION 

British Embassy and TUI 

Futouris, to ensure the foun-

dation's sustainability and  

financial support. The project 

about propeller guards, print 

material and other information 

material for the Embassy has 

been accepted. The answer to 

the project concerning aware-

ness building and information 
material sent to TUI Futouris, 

is still outstanding.  

 
In any case, now is the time to 

continue our propeller guard 

activities, because their instal-

lation is only possible while 

the boats are on dry land.  

We plan to extend this activity 

over the winter season and 

will spend part of the project 

support for the propeller 

work. We are shaping a com-

prehensive public awareness 

campaign around these activi-

ties to enhance the support of 

the boat captains and ensure 

the interest of the public.  

Each mounted propeller guard 

After the foundation's active 

and successful first summer,  

the winter is an opportunity to 

evaluate our first year.  

Our never tiring and energetic 

board members will assess all 

our activities, revise and set up 

the plans for next year, which 

of course will be shared with 

all of you. One of the tools we 
will use to share information 

and get your valuable input will 

be the forum on 

www.dalyanturtles.com and of 

course your contributions to 

this Newsletter.  

 
Parallel we will complete our 

print material, design and print 

a new brochure, posters and 

possibly some children's 

books. A more hopeful future 

can be established, the earlier 

we start to awaken an active 

interest in conservation and 

protection in our little visitors.  
 

This summer we wrote two  

project applications for the 

is one slashed turtle less! 

 
To simplify the foundation's 

public relations and informa-

tion activities we are thinking 

about the establishment of a 

registered business. At the 

moment we are gathering 

relevant knowledge about this 

process, because we are look-

ing forward to continue our 

beach hut activities next  

summer with our volunteers. 

The concrete planning process 

for the beach hut activities will 

be in late spring. Until then we 

hope to integrate some of 

your input and hope to have a 

smooth season.   

 
Have a nice and cosy winter, a 

happy X-mas and New Year. 

Don't forget to stay in contact 

and visit the forum, ring us or 

write an email!  

 
Your Board of Directors: 

Kaptan June, Sue, Abidin,  

Bahar and Thomas 

 

In the pipeline 

 All that is vulnerable needs to be protected 

See our website: 

www.dalyanturtles.com 

We will try to keep our 

Friends well-informed about 

any developments concerning 

the Foundation. Newsletters 

will be issued at least three 

times a year but in case of 

important developments,  

there will be special issues.  

Recent video reports will be  

included in the  

EXCLUSIVELY FOR OUR 

FRIENDS column at the left. 

 

At the moment we are in the  

process of making a new web 

site www.dalyanturtles.com, 

where you will be able to find 

all the essential information 

about the Kaptan June Sea 

Turtle Conservation Founda-

tion. The new website will 

also include a Forum page, 

where you can have your say 

about a number of discussion 

items. www.kaptanjune.net 

will be linked up to the Foun-

dation’s website, but will be-

come June Haimoff’s personal  

website again. For questions 

regarding the Foundation, 

contact us by e-mail at  

kaptanjuneseaturtlefounda-

tion@gmail.com or by tele-

phone.  

Consult our Contact page 

http://www.dalyanturtles.com/

contact.htm for the relevant 

telephone numbers.   

For questions  about our 

Newsletters or June’s per-

sonal website, you can apply 

to kjf_webmaster@hotmail.nl  

Keeping you informed 

EXCLUSIVELY FOR 

OUR FRIENDS 

Click the photos, 

then allow to connect 

to play the videos 
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